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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—BUTTER.

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Industrisl Development : 1, Is the production
of dehydrated butter practicable in Western
Australia and, if so, has it been used in the
northern parts of Australia and with what
resnlt? 2, Is its use as popular as that of
canned butter? 3, If available, is it eon-
sidered that its supply would supplant the
use of other forms of butter and margarine?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT replied: 1, Experiments
are being conducted hy the Council for Scien-
tifie and Industrial Rescarch with a view to
ascertaining whether dehydration of butter
ean be ntilised in Australia as a means of ve-
ducing the refrigerated shipping spaee for
butter exported and also as & means of util-
ising low quality butter. Dehydrated butter,
as far as is known, has not heen used in the
north of Australin. 2, See 1. 3, It is not eon-
sidered that dehydrated butter will replace
other forms of butter. It may, however, re-
place certain types of margarine.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS.
Water Hanluge, 'Great Southern Towus,

Mr. DONEY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: Can he now supply, ns promised, the
information sought in my question to him on
the 14tl ‘October, with reference to the cost
of hauling water to Narrogin, Katanning,
and Wagin railway centres?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: Yes. The information is as follows:—
The approximate costs ineurred by the Rail-
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way Department for haulage of water for
the ten years, 1931-1940, inclusive, were:—

To— Nnrrggin. Wagin. Katanning.
£ £

1931-1935 Nil Nil N1l
1936 Nil Nil 1,900
1937 Nil 200 2,100
1938 1,300 1,800 2,700
1839 1,700 2,700 * Nil
1940 1,100 600 Nit

4,100 5,300 8,700

ASSENT TO BILL,

Message from the Licutenant-Governor
received and read notifying assent to the
Munieipal Corporations Aet Amendment
Bill.

AUDITOR-GENERAL'S REPORT.

Mr. SPEAKER: I have reccived from the
Auditor-General a eopy of his report on the
Treasurer’s statement of the Public Aecounts
for the financial year ended the 30th June,
1941. It will be laid on the Table of the
House,

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR (Hon.
A. R. G, Hawke—Northam) [4.37] in
moving the second reading said: The Bili
proposes to amend the Factories and Shops
Aet in several particulars. Most of the
amendments are not very important but are
desirable from many points of view. Two
or three of the amendments embodied in the
Bill are very important and will require much
consideration. It is proposed to amend the
definition of “factory” for three purposes.

- Under the present definition any building

in which a person of the Chinese or other
Asiatie races is engaged is regarded as a fac-
tory. The Bill proposes to extend that por-
tion of the definition by setting out that any
boilding it which any unnaturalised per-
son is engaged shall be regarded as a factory
for the purposes of this legislation.

There are some buildings in which manu-
facturing operations ave carried on where
one, two or even three uunaturalised persons
are employed. By virtue of the fact that
four or more persons are not employed, the
buildings in question are not factories for
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the purposes of the Faetories and Shops Act.
Such places, therefore are not subject to any
investigation or control. It is considered
bighly desirable that sach buildings should be
under supervision and control in order that
places in whieh, in some instances, foodstunffs
are produced should be under such supervi-
sion as will ensure protection to the publie,
and the establishment of a reasonable hasis
of competition as between those persons pro-
ducing such goods for sale on the one hand
and persons in larger factories produeing
similar goods for the public on the other
hand. The Bill also aims to alter the de-
finition of the term ‘factory” for the pur-
pose of including any building in which lead
processes arc carried on, or in which paint
is manufactured or mixed, or applied by the
spraying method.

Another part of the measure aims to insert
in the principal Act a definition of the term
“paint.”” These last two mentioned amend-
ments arc related, and the main object behind
them is to allow the special regulations for
which the Act makes provision in respect of
special industries to he applied to the paint-
ing industry and to buildings in which paint
is manufactured or mixed, or applied by
the spraying method. Members will know
that the wanufacture of paint, the mix-
ing of paint and the spraying of paint all
constitute conditions which can be extremely
unhealthy to the workers conecerned unless
those activities are under special eontrol.
Some of our industries are already covered
by the special rezulations for which the exist-
ing Aet provides. Those regulations allow
of the closest supervision of the operation of
those industries. They aim at the establish-
ment of the best possible proventive
methods in order that the health of the
workers coucerned may he safepuarded to
the utmost possible limit. And so these two
particular amendments have heen framed for
the purpose of allowing activities associnted
with the manufacture, the mixing and the
spraying of paints to be hrought under the
special health regulations confained in the
principal Aet, regulations which have al-
ready been applied with sneeess to other
industries.

The Act at present provides for the maxi-
mum working hours per day and the maxi-
mum workine hours per week for factories,
warehouses and shops. The maximum work-
ing week for factories, warehouses and shops
is 48 for male workers, and the maximum
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number of working hours per week for fe-
males and for boys under 16 years of age is
44, “Woman"—the word used in the Bill
—is defined in the Act as being a female ir-
respective of age. It will, therefore, be
clear that every female employed in a fae-
tory, warehouse or shop can be worked for
no longer than 4] hours per week, except un-
der special overtime provisions, It will also
be clear that every male worker over 16 years
of age can now be worked to a maximum of
48 hours per week in any factory, ware-
house or shop, and may be worked more
than 48 hours per week under the speeial
overtime provisions. The proposal in the
Bill aims to establish a uniform maximum
working week of 4} hours in factories, ware-
houses amd sheps for all employecs,
respeetive of sex or age.

The maximum working week of 44 hours
has become generally cstablished in Western
Australin. It is the basis upon which the
Industrial Arbitration Court works. Up-
wards of 80 per cent. of awards and indus-
trinl agreements provide for the maximum
of 44 hours. It may he advisable at this
stage to point out that the Factories and
Shops Aect in respeet of this particular ques-
tion of maximum working hours per weck
or per day does not override any award of
the Arhitration Court. The provisions of
the Factories and Shops Act are operative
only in respect of those factories, ware-
houses and shops where no award or
industrial agreement is operating. It will
therefore, I hope, be clear that this proposal
of the Bill does not seek to override in any
shape or form any decivion of the Arbitra-
tion Court. One of the difficulties always
met with when an attempt is made to amend
the Factories and Shops Aet i< the diffienlty
contained in the objection, freyuently raised
in the Lemistative Couneil

Hon, N. Keenan: In another place!

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: —in
the Legislative Couneil—

Mys, Cardell-Oliver: The Minister
not he corrected,

The MINISTER FOR LABOTUR: —ie
the effect that we should not in the Factories
and Shops Aet, or in any other Act, do any-
thing to override any decision of the
Avrbitration Court. The Factories and Shops
Act does not override, exeept in one specifie
particular te which T shall refer later, the
decisions of the Arhitration Court as set

wilt
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down tn awavds and indusirial agreements
issued by that court from time to time.

Mr. MeDonald : Do some awards preseribe
more than 44 hours now?

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Some
awards which have heen in operation for
many years do provide a maximum working
week of more than 4+ howrs. Thev are not
up-te-date awards, but awards which have
heen in operation for many vears. In point
of fact, there are some industrial awards
amd  ngreements which provide minimam
rates of wnges lower than the hasic wage,
hot these awards and industrial agreements
are very old.  In some instanees one of the
parties has gone out of existence, hut the
awards carry on and lay down certain rates
of wages and certain eonditions of employ-
ment which are not in  accordance with
modern standards,

My, Doney: What effert will the Bill have,
if enneted, on that point: do you know?

The MINTSTER FOR LABOUR: T have
already pointed out that the amendments
contained in the Bill in eonnection with the
maximani number of hours to be worked
per day or per week will not in any respeet
override any award or industrial agreement
that applies to any partienlar factory, ware-
honse or shop.  The Factories and Shops
Act in its provisions only applies fo those
tactories, warehouses and shops where Avhi-
tration Court award: :and industrial agree-
meni=  are not applieable.  Where an
Arbitration Court award or  industrial
agreement is applicable, the provisions of
the Factories and Shops Ac¢t are of no
effect. We fecl that the time has arrived
in Western Australia  when a maximum
working week of 44 hours should be made
applieable to all those workers who ave em-
ployed in factovies, shops and warehonses,
to whieh awards or industrial agrecments
at present do not apply.

There is an alteration to the Aet in the
Bill in conneetion with the maximum period
that may bhe worked in any one day. In this
rogard we aim to imerease the present maxi-
mum working period per davy by three
minutes. The idea behind this amendment
is to enable the 44-hour week to be worked
in five days in those factories and ware-
houses where the emplovers and the workers
concerned agree to the working of a +Hh-hour
week in five days. There are already several
tactories in the State in which the 44-hour
week iz being worked in five davs. In every
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stich instance the emplovers and the workers
have voluntarily sgreed to the arrangement,
and it hax consequently been put into opera-

tion. In order to make such an arrange-
ment legal within  the provisions of the
Factories aml Shops Act, we make this

slight amendment with respect to the maxi-
mum perioid that may he worked in any
factory or warehouse in any one day. A
very important part of this Bill aims at
giving the Minister concerned the right to
erant a permit to the owner of a factory
to operate two shifts for female workevs
in one day. The Aect at present
prevents the cmployment of females for
more than one shift in any one day. In
that regard the .\ct overrides the Arhi-
tration Conrt and any award or industrial
agreement issued by that court. It is the
one part of the Factories and Shops Aet
that does override the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Aet and the awards and agreements
of the Arvbitration Court. Section 163 of
the Factories and Shops Aet is that which
deals with the matter. The seetion states—

Nothing in this Act contained shall in any
wiay affect the jurisdiction conferred on the
Arbitration Court established under the Indus-
trial Arbitration Act, 1912, and any provisions
of this Aet as to any matters within the juris-
dictiou of the said cowrt may he varied, altered,
modified, or exeluded by any award now made
or herenfter to be made by the said ecourt or
hy any industrial agreement now made or here-
after to be made under the said Act: Provided
that any such induostrinl agreement shall not
have effect as to any such matters unless and
until the awme has been deelared a common rule
by the said court.

The seetion goes on to rvead in a later
part—

The provisions of this Act in restriction of
overtime, except insofar as such restrictions
apply to women nnd boys, shall not apply te
auy party bound by sny sueh award or agree-
ment as aforesaid if in any sueh award or
ugreement provision is made for payment for
avertime.

The Factories and Shops Aet, therefore,
does definitely override any other Aet or
any award or industrial agreement in re-
speet to the emplovment of women and
boys. 1In recent months eertain of the
factories in this State have had a pgreat
demand placed upon them for the supply
of goods urgently required by the Defence
Department. Those goods are for use
hoth in Australin and oversea. Consider-
able difficulty has Deen expericnced n
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meeting the demand made upon those fae-
tories wmainly because the faetories have
not been in a position to work female em-
ployees dnring the sceond shift. The Aet
does allow females to be worked overtime,
but the quantity of overtime to be worked
is severely limited, and does not nearly
meet the position that has heen set up by
the very large orders placed with certain
other tactories by the Detence Depart-
ment,

The small arms wnunitions factory now
being estahlished at Welshpool will, it is
hoped, be operating ecarly in 1942, That
factory will cmploy a large number of
female workers. It will want to operate
a second shift for females, but under our
legislation as it now stands that will not
be possible. It may be coniended that
the Commonwealth Government could issne
& national security regulation, thus taking
power to employ frmales in  the second
shift at the small arms munitions factory at
Welshpool, Doubtless the Commonwealth
Government could do that if it wished to
do so, but it is equally certain that that
Government would much prefer to nego-
tiate the matter through the ordinary in-
dustriai legislation of this State. I am
sure it will meet the purposes of that Gov-
ernment much better if our Factories and
Shops Aet is amended in such a way as to
permit of the emplovment of female work-
evs during the seeend shift in any one day.

The particular part of the Bill which
deals with this matter sets up several safe-
goards in connection with any permit that
may he granted to a faetory to enable it
to work females on the seennd shift. For
instance, it gives the right in the granting
of a permit for the setting up a period
for which sueh permits will operate, the
terms and conditions as to starting and
finishing time of shifis, and particulars as
to mealtimes and the overtime as may be
determined before the permit is  fnally
granted to any factory owner or manager.
The Bill also states that fomale workers can
be employed only between the liours of 7
an. anid 11 p.m,, thus preventing the em-
ployment of women workers beyond 11
o'rlock at might. Tn discussions which have
taken place, it has been ascertained that
two shifts for females could eonveniently
be worked within that spread of hours
The Bill provides that in any factory where
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this permit is granted, the shift workers
shall, in addition to the ordinary payments
provided under the Factories and Shops Act,
receive a special shift work allowance of
12s. per week. That proposed allowance is
a special one and is in aecordance with the
weneral industrial praetice in Australia, and
is in aceordanee, too, with decisions made
on this point by industrial tribunals in
other States and in Western Australia.

Another part of the Bill provides that
preference of employment in factories shall
be granted to trade unionizts where this
privilege of working a sccond shift for
females is granted. The Bill sets out that
these partieular arrangements shall apply
during the period of the war, and for 12
months theveafter. Members will realise that
the probibition against the employment of
females during a second shift was originally
placed in the Aet after a great deal of
information had been obtained and evidence
taken as to the likely effect upon women
workers in factories of a second shift in
any one day. At that time it was the
opinion of Parliament that the employment
of females on a seeond shift in a factory
should not be permitted, and the prohibi-
tion now in the Act was provided, and has
continued in operation ever since. The ah-
normal demands, due to the war, made upon
some of our factories for extra produetion
have had the effect of establishing an en-
tirely new position in regard to this mat-
ter, and have been responsible for causing
the Government te include in this measure
an amendment permitting females to he
worked during a second shift provided =«
speeial permit is granted. Had there heen
no war | imagine that no suggestion would
have been put forward by any Government
to alter the existing prineiples. The altera-
tion ecan he justified only on the ground
that jt is ossential to ohtain the greatest
measure of produetion possible from fae-
tories producing essential requirements; and
it is upon that basis that the Government
introduces this proposal and justifies its
aetion.

Another amendment aims to provide a sub-
stitute holiday in respect of any statutory
holiday falling on a Sunday. The Aect at
present goes some distance in that direetion,
heeause it provides that where Christmas
Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day, Anzac
Nay or the King's birthday fall on a Sun-
day, a substitute holiday shall be granted
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on the next following Monday. There iy,
however, in the Factories and Sheops Aet,
a number of othor holidays but for whieh
no substitute holiday is provided should any
one of them fall on a Sunday. This Bill aims
to make that particular provision uniform.
It also aims to make an advanee in con-
nection with the provision of fire cscapes
and adequate fire appliances in factories.
It goes further inasmuch as it aims to pro-
vide for fire escapes and fire appliances
heing made available in warehouses and
shops. In the past it has not been neces-
sary, under the Aect, for fire escapes and
fire appliances to be provided in those es-
tablishments; only factory buildings have
been eovered. Members know of their own
knowledge that some warehouses and some
shops in this State are jarger than are
many factories which come under the pro-
visions of the Aet in this regard. It is,
therefore, considered that shops and ware-
houses should come under these provisions,
in order that the greatest possible measure
of safety shall be provided against the
dangey of five.

Some alteration is made in the Bill in
connection with the maximum number of
employees necessary hefore these safeguards
have to be made available. The present
number provided in the Aet is 15; this Bill
aims fo reduee it to 10, which will bring
under the provisions of the Aect a number
of buildings not at present covered.

The Factories and Shops Act at present
provides that the minimum rate of wages to
he patd to workers in faefories, shops ov
warehouses shall be the mintnum rate pre-
seribed in any award or industrial agrec-
ment. That provision is quite a good one,
but some difficulty has bheen cxpevienced in
establishing proof in a court as to just what
is the minimum rate of wage provided in
any award ov agreement. At present it is
necessary for the elerk of the Arhitration
Court to appear in court and give evidence
as to that minimum rate of wage. Where
cases are tried in the metropolitan avea
there is no diffienlty, hut if a case has to be
tried at Merredin, Kalgoorlie, Geraldton, or
some inland town, it beeomes necessary for
the ¢lerk of the Arbitration Court to travel
to such place and there to tender evidence
as to the minimum rate of wage. Suach
travelling is quite unnecessarv, so this Bill
seeks to establish a positton in which a cer-
tifieate, properly signed hy the clerk of the
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Arbiteation Court, shall be accepted in any
proceedings as proof of the minimum rate
of wage provided in any industrial award or
agreement. Other amendments are provided
for in this Bill, but al! the remaining amend-
ments are of a machinery type and require
no explanation at this stage. T move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Mr.
Journed.

Shearn, debate ad-

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.
1, Road Districts Aet Amendment {No.
2).
2, Workers'
ment.
With amendments,

Compensation Aet Amena-

BILL—METROPOLITAN MARKET ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{(Hon, F. J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne) [5.13] m
moving the sccond reading said: The Metry-
politan JMarket Act of 1926 provided for
the estahlishment in the metroplitan area of
a market which eould he condueted under
hygienic eonditions and whichk would give a
service to the preducer, to the retailer, and
to the wholesaler on a seale which had never
before been attempted in this State, and
which would be fitting to the needs of the
State. At that time there were several small
markets in the metropolitan avea, some of
them not meeting the sitnation or needs of
the community, and in many instances not
in situations snited to the particular type of
trade. Consequently, a large aren at West
Perth was purchased and made available.
Following that aequisition, the Metropolitan
AMarket Trust was constituted under the
Metvopolitan Market Aet of 1926, The
capital expenditure involved in the re-pur-
chase of the necessary areas and in the build-
ings has to date heen £208,000.

The land was made available to the trust
by the C'town at a very satisfactorv figure,
and the market has since been conducted on
that site to the satisfaction of all sections
using it. No attempt has been made to sccure
profits, and the position after 15 years of
operatton is that {he amount paid to the
Treasnry from profits has been something
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over £8,000. Interest and sinking fund pay-
ments have heen met, and expansions of the
original buildings have from time to time
been made according to the demand of a par-
ticular type of trade and the need Ffur
improved facilities for some aspeets of mar-
keting primary produets. There are con-
tinual requests for new and improved facili-
ties.  Members acquainted with that part
of the city will have noticed in recent years
that econsiderable improvements and expan-
sions have been made fo meet various types
of trade and place them in a position to
meet the needs of the community. The fish
market and the new egg market
examples; these arve verv suitably situated
and are in aecordance with the plan pre-
pared & numhber of years ago for mavketing
development on that site.

Mr, Raphael: Do yon mean wholesale and
retail too?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member knows that that market
is, in the main, a wholesale market.

Mr. Raphael: But are you going to hring
the retail business under it too?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
1f the hon. member has patienee, he will learn
that there is nothing to conflict with the
muniecipality of Perth and its rights, which, I
suppose, are the points that are worrying
him, as was the case under the 1926 Act.
8pecial provision is made in Section 12, the
section being amended by this Bill, to exempt
the rights of the City of Perth in the retail
markets. That is already provided for, and
this amendment will not eause any confliet
with that provision.

My, Raphael: What about Suhiaco?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTTRE:
There is in this Bill, as in the Aet, full and
complete protection for municipalities under
the Municipal Corporations Act for the
rights regarding retail markets at Subinco
and elsewhere. Perhaps that will satisfy the
hon. member. There is nothing in this Bill
to create conflict with the rights of muni-
cipalities. The Act of 1926 cancelled the
powers granted under the Manieipal Cor-
porations Act, 1906, which cnables markets
to be established with the eonsent of the
Governor. Those powers were transferved
to Section 12 of the Metropolitan Market
Aet. Because of the tremendous amount of
capital invested in the metropolitan market
and the consenquent service given in the area

are-
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specifically set aside for marketing, it is
very necessary that there shonld be yrote:-
tion, not merely for the Metropolitan Mar-
ket Trust, but alsp for the lessees, ngainst
competition from outside the preseribed
area.

The Act of 1926 sets up a prescribed area
and stipulates the practices in relation to the
marketing of produce that may he engaged
in; and the lessees of the trust have certain
interests and rights that should be protected
from competition by those whe are outside
the market area but who, hecause of a weak-
ness in the Aet, come info direct conflict
with them, threaten their business, and en-
gage in trade with the benefits aceruing to
that loeality beeause of the attraction to the
area of people who deal in, handle and par-
chase produce there. Sectiom 12 of the
Act conferred on the trust the right
to prohibit the sale by auction of cer-
tain types of prodece and to pre-
hibit a person from selling within a pre-
seribed distance of the market. XNo power
is given in the section to prevent the eree-
tion or the conducting of markets where
goods might he sold on commission or by
private treaty, Very early in the history
of the metropolitan market this weakness
was discovered, and becauvse it was found
that people were attracted to the market
area, anyone desiring to break away from
the provisions of the Act could set up pri-
vate treaty arrangements as agents ov
agents on commission ontside the market,
and could threaten the capital expenditure
and unfairly compete with tenants of the
trust.

Althongh attention was dirvected to that
point in 1927, it was considered to he too
early to make the amendment to the Aet
hecessary to rectify the weakness. Ax time
went on it was found that several people
were quite aware of the weakness in the Aet,
and did their hest (o benefit from it
Last vear there was a definite threat
to the trust’s control of marketing with-
in that arca by more than two people
acijuiving  land near the market wupon
which to conduet private treaty =ales and
sales on commission. Sueh a move would
have miven thoze people all the advantages
of the centralisation of selling interests, and
would have permitted them to compete gnite
unfairly with tenants of the trnst.  Thi-
cvould bave hrought ahont a very ~erions
position.
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Another diflieuity arises in  connection
with certain firms dealing with fish in the
metropolitan area. Inguiries were made
with & view to getting the permission of the
municipality and health authorties to con-
stitute a fish market outside the market
trmst area. That would be a most undesir-
able happening, becanse where the centrali-
sation of markets obtains in sueh snitable
surroundings, special premises have been
provided and adequate facilities installed to
deal with a commodity such as fish, which, to
some extent, is a noxious trade. This was
done at the time when an endeavour was
made to close the old mavkets at the eorner
of Wellington and William strects. A very
satisfactory arrangement for the markeling
of fish has since followed.

Hon. X. Keenan: Is not there a fish mar-
ket at Fremantle?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes,

Hon. N. Keenan: Will this Bill cause
that market to be elosed?

The MINISTER FOR AGRTICULTURE:
It will have no cffeet at all.

Mr, Raphael: But one man has a mono-
poly.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Provision is also made for the sale of produce
in railway vards and the sale of potatocs on
railway trucks. Those ave the exemptions
made under Seetion 12 of the Act. Care
has been taken in drafting the definitions of
“market” and “agent” not to conflict with
the activity of trading concerns or of per-
sons who are now operating. The only de-
sire is to control those whu are aclting as
agents, whether selling on behalf of athers,
by private treaty or by auetion or on com-
mission ouiside the trust premises. Para-
graphs will be found in the appropriate
clause of the Bill making provision to cover
those points.

One difficulty which has avisen in connec-
lion with fish, which is covered in that elause
of tha Bill, has heen intensified since the
outhreak of war. There are one or two firms
that practieally control the sale of large
fish in the metropolitan area. They have,
by their methods, given everv encouragement
to unwarranted rises in priee of large fish.
These people, who aet as agents for fisher-
men in a large and in a small way, actually
threaten the smaller fish vendors unless their
supplies of large fish are purchased through
them.
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My, Stalibs: That is a very serious state-
ment to make.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They have gone to the extent of re-
fusing =upplies of certain types of
fish to people whe purehase their re-
quirements of large fish at the fish
market. Therefore an cendeavour is be-
ing made by the Bill to preveut those people
from using premises, as agents for others,
apart from the premises within the market
area. It is wholly undesirable to have in a
central place in the city—actually in one of
the prineipal streets—premises being used
as fish markets or as distributing eentres
when we have a market set apart particu-
larly for the purpose. The methods of co-
ercion used are very unsatisfactory. A pro-
vision has been drafted to meet that situation
50 as to prevent those persons, exeept the
original owner of the fish, from vending or
selling the fish hy avetion or on commission
excopt within the market trast area.

There is another feature in connection
with the distribution of fish that ean Dbe
hetter controlled if the Bill becomes law.
It is very difficult, under the sysfem of
trading through an establishment in ooe of
the wmain streets of the city, to trace the
sales and the source of under-sized fish sold
in the eity, espeecially as one agent may act
for many vetailers. [If the fish to be sold by
anction or on ecommission is sold in the place
built and reserved for the purpose, much of
the diffieulty will be overcome.

The Bill contains very little that is hot
self-explanatory. Every earve has been taken
in the drafting of the two definitions in-
volved so that no retailer, no store and no
warchouse where the goods or produec he-
long to the person concerned shall, in any
way, he interfered with, but the desire is
that, where a person is acting as agent on
commission, the produce shall come within
the secope of the Aet. This point has been
examined very earefully so that anybody
who i4 Jawfully cngaged in the vending of
produce of any sort will not be hindered.
I mentioned earlier the particular weakness
of the Aet permitting the possibility of a
hreak-away and of persons setting up pri
vate treaty establishments taking advantage
of the centvalised position of the market.
T'ntil very reeently ne move has heen mad -
to exploit that position; but the trust is o
n eertain extent threatened just now in that
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respeet amtl it is essential that the threat be
removed. I move—
That the Bill be now read a sceond time,

On motion by Mr. Mann, debate ad-
journed

BILL—PUBLIC SERVICE APPEAL
BOARD ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUE (iion.
A. K. (4. Hawke—Northam) [3.32] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This Bill
deals with the position of iemporary em-
ployees in the public sevviee. Under  the
present law a pevson employed in the pub-
lic serviee in a lemporary capaeity, who
completes five years' conlinvous service
oblaing certain legal rights to appoiniment
in a permanent eapacity. Members are,
of course, aware that many permnanent eni-
ployees in the civil serviee have enlisted
in one or another of the avmed serviees,
with the result that theve is need lo con-
tinue in employment all the temporary
cmployees so that the cssential serviees of
the State may he carried on. Tt is also
necessary to ensure that civil servants who
have enlisted, and who may enlist, shall
have their vighls preserved for them dur-
ing the time they are absent and that they
shall have those rights restored to them
after the war.

It is therefore desirable that the tem-
porary cmployces now it the public ser-
vieo should continue to he cemployed at
least during the period of the war. There
is no desice to break the serviece of such
temporary emplovees by dismissing {hem
hefore they eomplete a period of five
vears' continuous service. COn  the other
hand, it is not thought that they should
be appointed permanently and thus pro-
hally create diffienlties when the perman-
ent officers who have enlisted veturn after
the war.

My, Stobbs: Wonld aol merit count?

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Yes.
The Bill aims te amend the parent Act in
sneh a way as to enable publiec servants
employed in o temporary eapacity to con-
tinae in employment without any break
for a period even longer thaw five years;
bul {he desive iz to alter the Aet in sxuch
a wayv s not to give these employeces any
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legal vight te permanent appointment be-
cause they mighl have exceeded a period
of five years’ continuous service. The pro-
posal has heen referved to the Civil Serviee
Association and the PPublic Bervice Com-
hissioner, and also to wmeetings of the

civil zervauds employed on a  temporary
hasis.
All parties concerned have  considered

and agreed to it. Consequently the Bill
conles to Parlisment with the full approvat
of all the parties concerned. They have
agreed 1o it hecanse they consider it o he
the hest =olution of what would otherwise
be a most diflicult problem.  Members will
realise that it would he undesirable to
break the service of the temporary em-
ployees at a time when their services are
0 much needed, to meet the demands of
the public serviee because of the cnlist-
ment of permanent officers. Members will
also agree that it would be undesirable o
appoint the temporary oflicers on a per-
manent  basis and thus wmake mueh more
difficult the re-absorption after the war of
the permanent men who have enlisted. The
Bill appears to meet all the difficulties of
the sitnation. Beeause it does so, and be-
eanse it has the approval of all the pavties
concerned, ineluding the officers engaged
on a temporary hasis, T commend it to
the House. I move—
That the Bilk be now read a second time.

On moiion hy Hon, €, G. Latham, de-
hate adjourncd.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1941-42,

In Committee of “upply,

Resumed from the 22nd  October; Mr.
Withers in the Chair.

Vaote—TLands and Surveys, £36,150:

ME. PATRICK (Grrencugh) [5.48]:

Thix Vote could open un n wide field for
disenssion, but T shall not avail myself of
that privilege hecause T have been warned
that T am not to make long specehes or -
eome  involved in  arzuments, T shall
consequently  conten! myself with speaking
on one point mentioned by the Minister
when introducing ihe Hstimates of lis
department. and that is the problem of om
wheat surplus, Various schemes have heen
evolved to get-rill of i, While in haospital,
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I read of a man who had addressed a meet-
ing of farmers. He told them that they had
no need to worry about the wheat surplus,
as it eould all be used in the mannfacture of
power alecohol.  That is a rather absurd
statement, because the complete scheme for
manufacturing power aleohol in Australia,
if it is ever carried out, would only ahsorb
16,500,000 hushels of wheat, which is about
9 per cent. of Australia’s production.

So far as Western Australia is concerned,
it would require only 1,500,000 bushels—
ahout 4 per cent. of our wheat production—
to hlend onr petrol, In any case, the
committee dealing with the power nleohol
scheme was emphatic in saying that it was
not concerned with schemes for dealing with
surplus primary produets; it was merely
endeavouring to cope with the petrol short-
age. 1 do not think much progress has been
made with that scheme. We are told that
cfforts are still heing made to search for a
site for a distillery in this State. We must
also bear in mind that the committee, in its
conclusions, stated that if the work was
placed sufficiently high in the defence
priority list, a wheat distillery capable of
prodncing 5,000,000 gallons could bhe com-
pleted in only 18 to 24 months. Members
will realise, therefore, that the war might
be over hefore a distillery could be got into
working order. So that is not going to help
us a great deal.

Other wheat countries are much more fav-
onrably situated than we ave. For instance,
this year Canada is cxpected to wse
160,000,000 hushels of wheat for feeding
pigs, which will be shipped as bacon to Bng-
land. That is becanse of Canada’s favour-
able  geographical sitmation. My own
opinion on this matter differs considerably
from the opinions of experts. I helieve that
the huge stocks of wheat now accumulating
in some countries will he required immedi-
ately the war ends for the devastated coun-
tries of Europe, as these for many years
will not he ahle to praduee enough wheat
for their consumption.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is time.

Mr. PATRICK: I go so far as to say that
it is a daty and an obligation on the part
of conniries like Canada, Australia and
Argentine—no matter what it eosts—to
store wheat to meet that demand. In this
view I am fortified by the opinions which
have from time to time been expressed hy
members of the present British Ministry.
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Hon. W. D. Jobmnson: Of course, the
trouble is that wheat is not a good keeping
commodity.

Mr, PATRICK: That is so, but still we
arc getting experience ns we proceed. There
is no doubt that wheat will be required. In
foet, it is almost tmmediately required in
one eountry alene, if we conld get transport
for it. T refer to Russia, which at present
has lost most of its grain-producing dis-
triets. In fact, members may have noticed
that one of the commodities which the
British Government agreed the other day to
supply to Russia is wheat, which vnndoubt-
edly will be supplied from Canada. Norm-
ally, Russia is the largest wheat-produving
country in the world. Even our surplus and
Canada’s sorplus could easily be consumed
hy Russia’s huge population.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Russians are the
largest consumers of wheat.

Mr. PATRICK: Yes. I think they cat
more hread than we do. In addition, they
consume enormous quantities of ryve and
other grains.

Hon. W, D. Jolmson: Their consumption
is the highest of any nation in the world.

My, PATRICK: As I say, Russia’s pro-
duction has practically disappeared and it
may he gone for some time. It will he
necessary, even in the near future, to supply
Russia with enormous quantities of wheat.
What a fine gestore it wounld be on the part
of Australia to make a gift of wheat to
Russiat The only trouble is lack of trans-
port facilities. At the same time, sueh a
contribution would assist the war cffort,

The main point I desire te deal with
avises out of a statement made by
the Minister when introducing theso
Estimates. He said he did not think
the present stabilisation  scheme conld
he maintained by the Federal Government.
That, 1 presume, is the quantity of
140,000,000 bushels of wheat which is the
guarantee nnder the present scheme. So far
the only alternative to that appears to be
the alternative submitted hy the new Minister
for Commerce, Mr. Scully. His proposal
is that there should he a guarantee of 3,000
bushels fo the farmer, without any restrie-
tion on wheat growing. I think if that mat-
ter is examined it will be found that this
is the State that will suffer. Probably there
will not be any reduction under that scheme
on the 140,000,000 bushels, but there will
be a very big redustion so far as Western
Australia is coneerned.
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This proposal was fivst inade by Mr. Mair,
who was then Premier of New Sounth Wales
and who submitted it to an Eastern States
conference held towards the end of last
vear. His proposal was for a guarnutee of
3,000 hushels, the priece to be 3s. 6d. at
siding, as against the Cameron scheme of
ds. Bd. at ports. That is sowething like 7d.
a buashel more but with a gzuarantee of
3,000 bushels. The chairman of the Agm-
cultnral Bank (‘ummissioners, Mr. Donovan,
aftended that conference and when he re-
turned he made a statement to the “West
Australian,” in the course of which he said
that tha scheme would not be aceeptable to
this State. He said further that it did not
measure up to the Connnonwealth offer of
3s. 6d. at ports for a maximum of
140,000,000 bnshels, That is to say, he eon-
sidered that a guarantee of 3,000 bushels
at a price 7d. a boshel higher would not
measure up, so far as Western Australia
was concerned, with the Cameron scheme of
3s. 61. a bushel at ports. Later on the
Commonwenlth guarantee was raised to 3s.
1¢d. at ports. So that if the scheme for a
3,000-bushels guarantee did not measure up
to another scheme with a difference of 7d.
a bushel, it could hardly measure uop to
the present scheme in which the differenee
is only 3d.

An analysis shows the correctness of M,
Donovan’s statement, So far as Western
Australin is eoncerned. segregation figures
that are available show that farmers with
an average of 6,600 bushels provide 80 per
cent. of our total wheat. Tf there was a
enarantee of only 3,000 bnshels. 40 per
cent, of the wheat grown here would earry
no gnarvantee whatever. This does not apply
to the other States hecause Woestern Aus-
tralia produces move wheat per farmer than
does any other State of the Commonwealth.
The latest figcures in the “Commenwealth
Year Book” relating to the season 1937-38
show that the total number of wheat farms
of 20 acrres and upwards in the various
States is as follows:—New South Wales,
16.287; Vietoria, 12,936: Queensland, 2,509,
South Australia, 12,251 : Western Australin,
8,841. T think that the Western Australian
fimare has erept up to 9,000, but T do not
know the exact number.

The Minister for Lands: New South
Wale: has g terrifie numher of farms of
100 to 200 aerves.
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Mr. PATRICK: Yes. That State would
bhave a hig advantage under this scheme.
It is dillieult to say definitely how it would
work out, but if we took those farms and
multiphied them by 3,000 bushels—though
there arec many producing less than that
guantity—we would find that New South
Wales would have a quota of 49,000,000
bushelz, Vietoria 39,000,000 bushels, Queens-
lail 8,500,000  bushels, Sooth Australia
37,000,000 bushels, and Western Anustralia
26,360,000 bushels. That would be an ah-
=olutely disastrous poliey for this State.

When mentivning this matter, the Minister
for Commnerce said that it wasx too late to
introduce the scheme this year hecanse there
was not the time. It would, however, he
interesting tv sce what would have happened
this year in Western Australin if sueh a
plan had heen in operation. If 9,000
growers had each put in 3,000 bushels, the
guarantee would have applied o 27,000,000
bushels. Our crop estimate is somewhere
in the ncighbourbhood of 39,000,000 bushels,
so there would be 12,000,000 bushels—thongh
actually ahout 14,000,000 bushels, taking the
number wnder 3,000—oxr over £2,000,000
sterling, left on the farmers’ hands, It is
alt very well to say that they would guar-
antee 3,000 bushels and after that the farm-
ers could grow as much as they liked and
that there would be no restriction, hut if
farmers have a guarantee in respect of only
27,000,000 bushels, what wounld they do with
the other 12,000,000 bushels®

Hon. C. 3. Latham: The Commonwealth
Government would haye the first eall on
the market.

Mr. PATRICK: 1t would be left on the
farmers' hands because there would he no
huyers.

The Minister for Lands: There would he
storage difficulties as well.

Mr. PATRICI : Yes, and this State wonld
lose production equivalent to £2,000,000 ster-
ling, which would be veflected in the position
of the Agrienltural Bank and other institu-
tions. That is the only ¢uestion with which
I iutend to deal. This propesal is most
disastrous trom Western Australia’s peoint
of view. However, I know that the chair-
man of the Agrieultural Bank Commissioners
has a very pood grasp of the subject and I
am confident that, if he goes East with
the Minister, the Minister will he able to
submit a strong ease for this State in op-
position to the scheme.
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MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [3.52]:
1 would be prepared to suppori the argu-
ments of the memher for Greenough if

it were not for the faet that histovy
does not endorse the poliey he enun-
viatee. Tt is wrong to lead those who are

developing our lands to believe that it w
did have the glorious experience of a cessa-
tion of hostilities on Fforeign battle fronts
tomorrow, there would be an unlimited mar-
ket for the products of the land, T fear
that such arguments will be instramental in
leading primary produeers to helieve that if
they ean hang an for a little longer pros-
perity will be theirs. Mistory points to the
reverse effeet. Tt was this pavticular arge-
ment or theory, nssisted by high prices, that
eneouraged most of our primary producers
or land developers to hecome hopelessly
bogzed in debt. They were constantly being
told that when hostilities ceased there would
he an unlimited market for all they could
produce for vears.

Mr. Patrick: When was that?

Mr. MARSIFTALL: But it did not happen.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt did happen!

Mp, MARSHALI: T think my memory is
as goodl as that of the T.eader of the Opposi-
tion.

Hon. . G. Latham: 1 was engaged in it
and I know that for 10 years——

Mr. MARSHALL: I know the Leader of
the Opposition was engaged in it, but if we
cast our minds hack over that period, from
1914 to 1920, we find that the ery them—
and probably before that—was “Go on the
fand, yonng man” We painted glorions
pictures of the prosperity that must ulti-
mately he theirs through foreign markets be-
ing available to them.

Mp. Patviek: This argument did not arise
prior to the last war heeause there was no
snrplus.

Mvr. MARSHALL: T venture to suggest
that the inflox of people on to the lands of
Western Australia, with a view to the pro-
duetion of wheat, was eneouraged hy fieti-
tinus priers created by virtue of wartime
experienee.

Mr. Seward: They went on the land years
hefore the war.

Mr. MARSHATL: T agree; but wlhat
prices were they getting?

Mr. Seward: A payable price.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, having regard
for the faet that the farmer worked from
long before sunrise to long after tea! On
that hasis it was a payable prie..
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Mr. Triat: The price was not «s high as
it is today.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 know.

Hon. C. (. Latham:
pound is different.

Mr. MIARSHALL: Now the hon. member
is introdueing another argument,

The vahte of the

The Minister for Tabour: Take no notice
of them!

Mr. MARSBHALL: FLet us be frank with
these partieular individuals and not mislead
them, becanse foreign markets have a happy
knaek of recovering very quickly. What is
more, we have to be mindful of the fact that
there are countries which are developing
their own lands and not only supplying their
own market but also entering into competi-
tion almost every day with the man on the
Iand in this country. We have to realise
that. I do net think it is right to tell the
Jand developers of this State that they ean
look forward to s period of prosperity if
hostilities cease.

Perhaps there wonld be a time of pros-
perity, but it waoold he parvtieularly brief.
I am doubtful whether it would last long
enough for them to rcecover financially, be-
cause other countries are as quick to realise
the position as are we, and they develop
their lands just as rapidly as we develop
ours. I do not know why we are constantly
wazing through an empty larder to an imagi-
nary one equally empty in foreign countries.
[f members vepresenting the primary pro-
ducers of this State would do a little more
to adjost the home market, which is a sure
one, they wouald probably be doing a lot more
than they are by continually locking for
foreign markets to stabilise the position of
our primary producers.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Would you apply
that to wopl and gold as well?

Mr. MARSHALL: There is always that
uncertainty about foreign markets.

Mr. Patrick: What would you do with re-
gard to wool ¥

Mr. MARSHALL: If members opposite
¢tould prove that every man, woman and
chifld in this country has an abundance of
woollen goods, and likewise an abundance
of all that the farmer produces, their argu-
ment would be sound.

Mr. Patriek: ({iiving ali that in, wonld
not they still have a surplus?
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Mr. MARSHALL: Our landowners are
told to wait for something to happen on
the foreign market. Always must we de-
pend upon something far away.

Mr. Tonkin: And then the foreigner
starts to grow his own supplies,

Mr. MARSHALL: In consequence of
which our farmers find themselves head
over heels in debt becanse they have been
advised on false premises and have de-
veloped hopes never fulfilled. Apart from
the fact that the producers in foreign
vountries will develop their land, they will
he cqually encumbered by the effeets of
international eommerce hecause they will
find the purchasing power of their people
will be reduced, consequently leaving only
limited possibilities for the purchase of
their output. All nations will suffer alike
after the present war. We have had ex-
perience ourselves.

We did not feel the effects of the last
war until 1930, but we conld easily have
suffered in that direetion in 1919, when
England and America were rconfronted
with sueh prave diffienlties. I do wnot
agree that we should constantly engage in
leaving an empty larder at home in ovder
to search for a dubious market abroad. We
should see to it that our own people have
full and plenty, and then, perhaps, we
could consider what is available for for-
etgn markets, If we adopted that eourse,
we would aet far more logically than we
do when we suggest to the men developing
vwr agricultural and pastoral holdings that
some day in some counlry somehow there
will be some market with some reasonable
prices. T am particnlarly doubtful ahout
the position, and experience has shown
that in the past I have heen eorrect in my
predictions. I did not rise to discuss thix
particnlar phase, but when the member for
Greenough was speaking, the point ocenrred
to me.

I suggest to the Mintster for Lands that
the time has arrived when some ennsidera-
tion should he given to those who are prn-
dueing wool and beef in the northern paris
of the State in respect of the land rentx
they are called upon to pay. I am of opin-
ion that the present system is most ineruit-
able. Al are suffering for want of mar-
kets, both loeal and foreign. As a matter
of fact, there is a good market locally if
anly people were able to purchase what is
produced. If that opportunity should
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arise, then the position regarding the sup-
pl¥ing of markets elsewhere will be much
more prosperous. As it is, while the peo-
ple cannot buy the goods we produce, con-
sumers and producers alike are mecessarily
restricted respecting their standards. From
time to time we notice the slogan: ‘Buy
More Lamb.”’ As though people would not
buy more lamb if they had the money to
enable them to do so! We hear the ery:
‘‘Eat More Apples.” If people had more
money with which te buy apples, more
would be eaten!

Mre. Styants:
pound ?

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not talking so
much abount the actual price but rather
about the purehasing power of the people,
which at present is such that they cannot
ufford to buy these articles of diet.

Mr. Styants: Certainly not at that priee.

3Mr, MARSHALL: Take the advocacy of
the member for Subiaco. I do not speak dis-
paragingly regarding that lady's efforis. They
are noble and worthy. What I ask is: Why
should our primary produeers have a eom-
modity for sale, and so many of our ehil-
dren bhe unable to take advantage of that
eommodity and have their constitutions
built up so that we may expecet strong man-
hood?  As it is children go withont the
milk that is so necessary for the building
up of their constitutions. Do parents de-
signedly refrain from giving their chil-
dren milk? OF course not! The ehildren
go without milk beeause their parents can-
not afford to buy it for them. The situa-
tion is ridiculous. Mueh that we hear to-
day is eonfounded hypoerisy. Drink more
milk! Eat more apples! Buy more lamb!
Tet us provide the people with the neces-
sary purchasing power, and they will buy
all right. We are constantly putting the
cart in front of the horse, and I am get-
ting tived of it.

Mr. Needhanm:
that!

Mr, MARSHALL:

With apples at 6d. a

And an empty eart at

It is sheer hvpocrisy
for us to go on as we have been in the
past. Who would deny children the very
essentials necessary for their wellbeing?
Why tell the people they should do these
things when, if they had the nccessary
money, they would not need to be told to
make such provision for their ehildren? I
do not want the member for Subiaeo to
think T speak disparagingly of her efforts.
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God knows, if it were not for the fact that
some people are prepared Lo turn themselves
into more or less professional beggars in
arder to eadge from those that have wealth
the necessary funds to enable others who are
without money to purchase milk for their
children, | do not know where we would be.
While people are prepared to do thal
nnder our existing reghne we must toler-
ate the practice.

To revert to the question of land vents,
the Minister shonld do something lo seenre
exemption from the pavment of that impost
by primary producers whe ave developing
the conntry far removed trom the railhead
or the nearest seaport. When we fake into
congideration the fact that some of the land
heine developed lies 200 or 300 wiles north
of Wilana, in a portion of the State where
the railhead is some 700 miles from the
nearest port, we shouald be prepared to ex-
tend addlitional encouragenment to those cour-
ageons enough to venture upon such activi-
ties. Either their land rvents should he ve-
dueed appreciably or they should hold their
properties yvent free for a given period of
vears. That eourse shounld he adopted to
afford them an opportunity to develop their
holdings,. When it is remembered that all
the equipment essential for the improve-
ment  of their holdings, ineluding  wind-
mills and so forth, has to he conveyed
700 miles by rail and then upwards of 300
miles by road, members will realise the cost
that has to he shouldered by the pastoralists
onthack. Let memhers contrast their posi-
tion with that of the mare favemrably eir-
cumstanced farmers, and at the same time
appreciate that each section of producers
receives sinlar priees for its commodities.
There is ne differenec hetween them apart
from what may he regarded as the value of
the type of produce marketed by the re-
spertive sections. Something should eer-
tainly bhe done to assist those people.

Then again, I want to know from the
Minister 1f there has heen any cheek upon
the rentals. The remission of land vents has
heen given general gpplication. T assure the
Minister that the consideration shown in
that respect by the Government has been
very much apprecialed, and the pastoralists
in my electorate are most grateful for the
assistance. They feel that in being relieved
of the necessity for payment of land rents
they have profited to that extent. From thnt
point of view, I express to the Minister the
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thanks of the produeers in my electorate
for that cencession, but—I am very scep-
tical indeed as to whether those prodncers
who have enjoyed the concession have really
benefited finaneially in  consequence. The
concession has been extended to those who
have struggled heroically to free themselves
tront financial obligations, as well as to
those who have sueceeded in avoiding the
necessity for linancial assistanee, and thus
have avoided over-capitalisation. The latter
section eertainly hencfited materially by the
rent remission, because to the extent of the
amount remicted they were in pocket. On
the other hand, I am doubiful whether that
has heen the experience of the others who
had to seeure financial assistance at one time
or another. The amount invelved in the
rent remission represents ahout €250,000.

The Minister for Lands: Tt represents
more than that.

My, MARSITALL: I know the amount in-
volved is large. It is doubtful whether the
producer and the squatter have reaily bene-
fited from the consideration extended to
them. I am afraid that in the case of those
who were labouring under heavy liabilities
to financial institutions, the real henefit of
the vemission of rent has heen enjoyed not
hy them but has been passed on to the ad-
vantage of the financial institutions con-
cerned. 1 feel confident that a great per-
ventage of the relief granted hy the Govern-
ment respeeting  land  vents assisted  the
finaneial instituiions and neot the squatters
or the producers, and has gone in the form
of payments nf interest due, T do not know
whether the Minister hns econsidered that
phase of the problem, but T am sure that if
he does devote some attention to the point,
he will find that my contentions are to a
great extent perfectly correet.

The landholders in my electorate have
long since lost all control over their re-
sowrees.  That has developed even to the
extent of determining the standard of living
which they themselves may enjoy. Their
monthly, quarterlv or half-yearly require-
ments are assessed, and that applies to all
that is essential for their homes. They are
required to submit a list of their foodstuffs
and other domestic requirements, and they
are not allowed to go beyond the agreed ex-
penditure unless under some special arrange-
ment. That is all they get for shepherding
the properties they onee owned. In the eir-
cimstances, T eannot avoid the belief that



1488

much of the money the Government has re-
mitted for the relief of the squatters has
gone in interest payments. T would like
to know whether the Minister ean give me
some idea of the actual position. 1 assare
him I will enter a most emphatic protest
against the taxpayers shonldering any fur-
ther labilities in order to make good
amounts owing to the financial institutions.

Nitting suspended from 6,15 1o 730 pon.

MR, SEWARD {l’ingelly) [7.31]: "The
first matter I shall refer to of those men-
tioned by the Ainister is the urgeney of
the farm Inbour question. As stated by
other members it is a question that will not
brook further delay. It is most urgent. Last
week I received applications from two farm-
ers to have the period of their sons’ train-
ing put back until after the harvest was
over. In each of those cases I followed my
usugl practice, and made application to the
Gencral Officer Commanding asking whether
the relief sought could be granted. I had
no reply before I left the city on Friday
morning. When I got home 1 vegeived a
telephoniec message from the mother of one
of the hoys, a widow with her son on her
property. That boy had been ordered to
he in camp on “next Tuesday,” today; and
I am still without a reply from the military
anthorities. This kind of husiness cannot
drag on indefinitely. The youths have lo
report to the camp foday, and the crops are
ripening.  Either the erops have to he
wasted through harvest operations not be-
ing earried out or some kind of velief must
be given immediately to the people con-
cerned,

I know the Minister is enly too willing to
do what he ean, but I think we should get
a commitfee of praetical men to work on
this. Tt is no use writing to the military
authorities it a week is to elapse without
bringing forth a reply. One case T did final-
ise on the Saturday morning, 1 communi-
cated with the area officer, and the training
of the box in question was pul back wunti
after the harvest was finished. We must
have a committec formed that will he able
to zret inte mmedinte toneh with the mili-
tary anthorities and thrash matters out with
thew, asking that relief should be given im-
mediately in deserving cases, Where appli-
eations are not genuine, of course no reliet
would he fortheominz. Torday T had annther

[ASSEMBLY.]

case, in which the four hands on a property
were all gone. The farmer has only one
son, and that son has been ordered into
military camp. That is one case for im-
mediate decision. We should get a com-
mittee  togethey as a permanent hody  for
dealing with such matters. The committee
would be able to get into communication
with the military authorities and obtain
finahty before if was too late.

TUnder this Vote, of course, eomes the
Agrienltural Bank. T approach the subject
with a fecling of great diflidenee, becauss
every time I have gone to the Agriewltural
Bank I have invariably received the utmust
courtesy from the officers, whom T can testify
it is a pleasure to meet. Now, one does not
care te eriticise people whom one holds in
personul regard as I do the officials of the
Agiicultural Bank; but it is no use blinking
faets, and if there was a Royal Commission
of Inquiry into the Agricultural Bank in
1934 there certainly is great need for an
inquiry into the conduet of the Bank now,
Throughout the vear there have been com-
plaints in the conntry districts about the
different rulings coming from head office,
and from branches and field inspeetors.
There scems to be no system whereby the
decisions of the Commissioneys ean be ef-
fectively conveyed to those under them. A
month or five weeks ago I asked several
questions of the Minister on the matter of
drought relief, and he gave me his answers.
Yet when I went to the eountry and hap-
pened to meet some branch managers of
the Agricultural Bank there, they laugheit
at me and said, “TDoees the Minister believe
what he says?”  That is bronght abount
solely by the fact that justructions issued
from head office have heen misread by the
country managers.  There musf be faulty
draftsmanship or something of that kind.
The fact remains that rulings given to coun-
try officials differ widely from those given
in the eity. Suech a stole of things should
not ohtain.

As  have pointed out hefore, Agrienltural
Bank clients have consuited me in regard
to what thev consider unfair decisions in
their eases; and T have placed hefore the
(‘ommissioners information which was not
in their possession, hnt whieh should bave
been in their possession through their repre-
sentatives in the rural distriets. Such things
shtould not occur. The veports of field in-
speetors on elients shauld he absolutely eom-
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plewe, so that when a case comes op for
decision by the bank authorities the whole
of the information available would be before
them. That, however, is not the case, as is
borne out by the fact that deeisions have
heen varied when the other information was
placed before the Commissioners. It proves
that the system is at fault somewhere. Thesc
thing~ should be rectified, for there cught
to be no necessity for any Agricultural Bank
client to go beyond his branch manager.
The branch manager shonld be able to de
the whole of the business between the client
and the Bank without appeals to authorities
in Perth.

There is an omission from the report of
the Awvicultaral Bank this year, in so far as
it does not contain a separate aceount of
the disposal of drought relief monevs. When
we caw the Minister ahout 12 months ago,
we were given to understand that this par-
ticelar drought relicf moeney, the £570,000,
would Dbe kept sepavate. I think the Minis.
ter said, when applieations were being
taken, that this was done with the idea that
the money shonld be kept separate. I hoped
tfor some record in the Agrienltural Bank
veport showing what money had heen avail-
able and what money had been lent to the
farmers, and also how mueh was held in
resorve. There was nothing in the report
dealing with those aspeets. There is u
reference to the Tndustries Assistance Board
and to dronghl relief moneys, but to nothing
like £574,000, or te £300,000 having been
reecived from any sonree or having been
distribmted, That information should be
available so that we could trace the total
amonnt granted. As far as I can make
out from the lists available, a sam of
£317.000 has bheen ecxpended. That leaves
ahout €252,000 whiclhh should be available
somewhere; that is, of course, disregarding
whal money was lent fo clients of the
Assaciated Banks or other sueh institutions.
If that amonnt is available, there is a good
swin in hand. But we should have informa.
tion showing what amount has been ex-
pended and what amount still remains.  As
regard: the grant of €200,000 T see that
was useld, all but €251,

Roeverting to the administration of the
Agrienttural Bank, I had three eases
Wrought onder my notice during the last
few manths where farmers were entitled to
receive something from the grant made
availlahle to those who experienced erop
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failure last year., Their claims had been
lodged, but practically all trace of them was
lost. It was not until [ brought the matter
up that it was investigated. TUltimately the
farmers wore asked to submit Eresh elaims
before any money eould be granted to them.
1 understand they have now reccived assist-
ance.  The position, however, is not right.

The Minister for Lands: Theve is a great
deal of difliculty owing to lute lodging of
claims,

Mr. SEWARD: Yes, but claims should
not be lost. There should be a reeord of
every elaim pot in.  In these three cases the
¢laims appear to have been lost altogether.
The farmers had to be Bnanced by the Asso-
cinted Banks in two eases, and had to pay
a higher rate of intevest than neeessary.
These are the only matters T desive to men-
tion. I greatly regret having to eriticise the
administration of the Bank, and I do want
to place on record my uppreciation of and
my thanks to the Commissioners and the
officers of the Bank. At any time [ go there
they are courtesy itself, and give every pos-
sible informmatiun consistent with their duty
of keeping elients’ affairs to themselves. I
am the more reluetant, thevefore, to have to
criticise some minor but still portant inai-
ters of administration.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [743]: 1
have not a great deal to say on this Vote,
bat T must first refer to two points, neither
of whirh is te bo taken as criticism of the
department or its ndministration. The first
point comes to my mind becanse of observa-
tions whieh have been made at other periods
during debates in this Chamher. Tt has
reference to the productivity of what i
known as the Albany zone, The distriet of
which T am the representative comprises in
area xome {wo-thirds of the Alhany zone,
and its produetivity, especinlly wlen one
hears in mind that it is only a comparatively
small portion of the State—probably one-
fiftieth part of the State's total area—is
very substantial. T wounld not have dwelt on
the question of the prodactivity of that area
had it not heen that when the Minister for
Works was addressing himself to his Fsti-
mates recently he observed, ‘“that money
should he spent in the Albany hinterland
in order to make it more productive, so that
sumething might he grown to export from
tha Alhany harbour.”
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It wonld be impossible for me, represent-
ing as [ do some two-thirds of that area, to
allow that observation to pass unchallenged.
Members wonld assume immediately that |
acreed that the production of the hinterland
in question was of so small a nature and
variety that it conld almost be ignoved. 1
have agreed to nathing of the kind. | he-
lieve T am fully awarve that the Minister for
TLands would not for a moment sugpgest that
the produetivity of that arvea is of =uch
meagreness that a port for it is unjustified.
In ovder that the Committee may have some
apprevialion of the condition in reeard fo
that country, and of the inerease that has
taken plave in prodaction over recent vears,
I propose to uote some figures which have
heen supplied from the oftice of the (ov-
ernment Statistician regarding the Albany
shipping zone. I find that for the year
1938-39 the production of that zone in-
cluded 631,626 hushels of apples, 46,135
bhushels of ‘pears, 2,119,234 bushels of wheat,
981,657 bushels of oats, and approximately
1,507 tons of potatoes. T may point out
that for the preceding vear the figure for
potatoes was 3,358 tons, and that for the
vear following the figure was 4,021 tons.
The particular vear T am quating shows a
sadly diminishing quantity of production of
potatoes largely on account of the ¢limatie
conditions, snch us foods.

In addition to the products I have men-
tioned 2,374,415 1bs. of cream were sent to
faciories, and 9,804,563 lbs. weight of wool
wus  produced. These primary products,
which are the major ones produced in that
area, were zrown in the zone whieh is ad-
jacent to the port of Albany, 1 find from
a moderate computation that the total value
of that production was £1,275,000. That is
a fizure which, in view of the proportion
that that part of the State bears to the total
under production, is not one to be ignored,
and is not one which I think justilies to any
extent the observation of the Minister for
Works to which [ have made reference. Tak-
iny wool at 1s, per Th. on the averagze T lind
that the value of the wool to which 1 have
refurred was just on £300,000. If we take
wheat at s, 4d. a hushel, which over a
period of vears is, I think, a reasenable
figure —it is ecertainly eommensurate with
the present gunaranteed price—the wheat
production of the area ir queslion was worth
£330,000 for that vear. The total value of
£1,275,000 represents a reasonahle valne of
the produets of the area.
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It il becomes any Mimister to make a
statement such as that to which [ have re-
ferved, a stateinent that is not in consenanee
with the facts, and it does not veflet the
ceedit on the Minister that most utterances
of his undonbtedly do. I alse wish to refer
to the yuestion of bulk hamdling in the Al-
bany zane. I say this to the Minister for
Lawds, that the people ol that area who ave
concerned in wheat growing are very pleased
that hins were provided during the conrze of
the fast wheat season at 14 or 15 sidings
within the area. The Minister when dealing
with the matter of arranging with Co-
operative Bulk Handling for the bins {o he
installed treated the deputations that wailed
upon him, and treated me, in a manner that
one would expect in connection with a mat-
ter of this importance. 1t is regreltable,
however, that his efforts stopped at the ere-
ation of bulk bhins at the sidings, and could
not he extended to the provision of terminals
at the port. Referring again to the statis-
tical figures, T find that between the vears
1925-29 and 1938-39 the export of wheat
from the port of Albany ranged from 2800
Lons to 33,000 tons, which was all dealt with
in baws.

At present, hecause of the absence of hulk
haudling facilities of any kind at the port
of Albany, the whole of the wheat which
this year, I think, is expected to reach
1,775,000 bushels or over 45,000 tons, wili
not bhe ahle either to be stored or if the
oppartunity offers to be exported from that
part of the State, but will have to go to some
other port or he stored at some other port,
irrespective of that portion which is stored
in bulk hins or bulk heads at sidings. I

vealise, and therefore de mnot propose
to offer any eriticism on  the subject,
that the situation in regard to  the

storage of wheat is as sevious as the Minis-
ter indieated during his remarks. ITad we
been able to provide for terminals coinei-
dent with the provision of riding facilities
we would have had them available for what
quantity of wheat ean be handled throueh
the port.

The Minister for Lands: The only =hip-
monts nade now are of hagged wheat.

M. WATTS: Yes. I realise all the difh-
enllios as the Ministor explained them. 1 da
vot propose (o offer any remarks hy way of
criticism, bnt must express recret that when
the matter was being handled from the point
af view of sidings facilities could not have
been extended to the port, =0 that some
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wheat could have been railed there and stored
there and, if opportunity offered, could
have been exported from that place. Even
if we have wheat to export from that area
in the future until bulk handling facilities
are provided at the port such wheat could
not be exported, and in consequence work
on the water front, which has been of some
value from the point of view of wheat han-
dling to those engaged there, would not be
available even if there was a demand for
wheat. I hope that an opportunity may yet
he found for the provision of terminals at
Albany, so that a proper use of that port
may as soon as possible be made in the inter-
osts of the people coneerned in produetion
in that area to which T carlicr referred. The
Minister for Lands is, I think, also Minister
ior Repatriation and is certainly Minister
for Soldier Settlement.

On Saturday last I attended a conference
at Tambellup, representative of a large num-
her of local authorities, agrieultural societies,
rotnrned soldier district committees, and
other organisations, which disenssed the
vuestion of soldier settlement if any is to
take place after the present war. When in-
troducing his Estimates the Minister saifd
that consideration was heing given to vari-
ons angles of that mafter. I am no} in a
position at present to give him or the Com-
mittee the resolutions that were carried by
ihe eonference on Saturday, but hope to be
able to give them to him for his considera-
tion in the near future. T trust he will reeog-
nise when he receives them that they have
rot been put forward in any spirit of earp-
ing eriticism, nor in any spirit of wishing
to make capital in any way ount of the situa-
tion which will probably arise as a resunlt of
the need for the repatriation of soldiers, but
out of a genuine desire to assist him or any
other Minister of the Crown—State or Fed-
cral—who will be engaged in this difficult
matter. The idea is to assist in evolving
means whereby the errors which took place
after the last war will not be repeated, and
so that if people are to be placed on the
land some better endeavour may be made to
put them there under conditions that will
enable them satisfactorily to hope to earn
a living without the poultice of liability,
whieh was the experience of many of them
in their ventures in soldier settlement after
the last turmoil.

The ponltice to which I have referred was,
T think, a very substantial source of worry
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and coneorn to suceessive Treasurers of the
State, and still presents a problem which
has not been solved by any means and which,
I think, if we are going to do the right
thing in the future, constitutes a difficulty
which has to be overcome. I do not propose
to dwell on that aspeet of the matter, but
to inforrn the Minister that I propose as
soon as the resolufions come to hand from
the seerctary, to supply them to him. I
trust he will realise they are sent to him in
a spirit of assistance, that he will he pre-
pared to give them the fullest and most sym-
pathetic consideration, and will extend
through me, to those who put them forward
the conrtesy of his considered reply.

I have only one other matter to mention,
namely, my regret that very little, if anv.
thing, has been done with the recommenda-
tions of the Light Lands Commission whiel
in 1938 presented a report to Parliament
after a most comprehensive inquiry. I know
there has been no amendment to the Land
Act to implement some of the recommenda-
tions which require implementation by that
means. Perhaps the Minister will say that
altered eircumstances have made it unneees-
sary to deal with some of the recommenda-
tions, and to a eertain extent I agree with
him. Undoubtedly there has been a compara-
tive cessation in the demand for land, par-
ticularly land of this kind; therefore I am
not going to insist that the partienlar re-
commendation regarding distriet light land
hoards should be put into operation. The
recommendation of the Commission in con-
neetion with soil erosion, however, shoulil
liave received the attention of the Legislature.
The Commission, on page 29 of its report,
said—

Soil erosion iz a serious matter, particularly
in the light land areas. We understand that a
Departmental Committee is dealing with the
matter. It has also been the subjeet of con-
sideration by the Road Boards at their recent
conferenee, and all that your Commissioners de-
sire to do at present is to stress the importanee

of taking the most effective action possible to
cope with this menace,

Your Commissioners recommend that in all
new surveys .in the light land areas not less
than three-chain roads be provided; that the
contre ehain be declared n road and that the
remaining chain on either side be reserved as a
wind-break. No greater area than 200 aeres
should be eleared on a face, and switable strips
of serub country should be left that will he
useful as shelter for stock and serve as breaks
fo prevent soil crosion. Road boards should
be given power to proteet roads in arcas con-
sidered to be liable to soil erosion.
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Regulations shoulil he promulgated to deal
with soil erosion. AN Crown grants issued for
light and/or poisen lands should provide that
o nun-contplianee by the freeholder with such
regulations, the land shall revert to the Crown,

These reconmendations ave very good. The
last one is open to considerable argn-

ment, I admit, yet, undoubtedly, there
ave strong grvounds upon which to state
that if regulations are made dealing
with seil crosion, no preperty owner
should he allowed to ignore them, [ have

noticed in moving about the country that
80il erosion is more noticenble today than
three, four or five years ago. I do not say
that in the southern eountry, frem which
I come, it has yet reached serious propor-
tions, but I do argue, and I think the Min-
ister on inquiry will agree, that there is a
possibility of its becoming a serious pvo-
hlem even to that pavt of the State.

Last year was a pretty dry year, and
partienlarly dry compared with the usual
conditions obtaining in that avea, and dis-
tinet signs of inereasing difficulty from
wind erosion were visiblee  During last
summer I saw enltivated paddocks being
practically blown away, It does seem to
me that early attention should be given by
legislation to the question as to whether
ur no we shonld earry out the recommenda-
tions of this Light Lands Commission, or
some other recommendations, in  order to
cnsure, as far as possible, that soil erosion
and its attendant evils are brought to an
end as quickly as s humanly practicable.
It will be realised by the Committee that
an this Commission were members from
hoth sides of the House, one of whom at
the present time is on the Government side
and occupies the position of Minister for
Justice. He is a man who, T think, had

considerable experience of land of the
nature discussed by the Commission and,
if T remember rightly, he subsequently

moved a motion which was carried by the
House that the Government shonld give
early attention to the recommendations of
that Roval Comnission.

The other matter to which the Minister
should give attention in the recommenda-
tions of this Commission is that referring
to surveys, in which the Commission
states—

Your Commissioners, after due consideration
of the evidenee placed before them by officers
of the Tands Nepartment, have eome to thd
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conclusion that the !‘actual cost of survey ' as
preseribed in the regulations to the Land Aect,
1133-37, is not the actuwul cost of the survey.
It appears to vour Commissioners tkat the
losses sustained on surveys in the heavier types
of country are being offset by the profit made
on the surveys of light lands,

The period required to bring a light land
block into protitable production is one of long
durntion, and it is during this period that the
sottler requires every help to agsist him in the
ceonomiceal ilevelopment of his property. Your
Commissioners recommend that-—

(1) The aectual cost of survey only should
be charged, nut the preseribed cost
ng laid down in the Land Ack.

(1) Interest on the actual cost of survey
ouly shonld be charged for the first
10 years and then the cost of the
survey, without interest, should he
added to the price of the land,

Questions are continually arising as to the
amowd of survey lees. 1t is frequently
alleged that they are far too high, having
refevence to the conditional purchase price
of the block and the value of the land
from the point of view of its potential pro-
duetivity.  That aspect was frequently
menlioned to me before the Roxal Com-
mission sat and returned its findings and
recommendations.

The solution of ihe difficulty seems to be
to act on the recommendation of the Royal
Commission. That recommendation was
one of these which, together with the other
dealing with soil crosion, could have heen
carried into cffect hceause they hoth have
appliealion to land which had heen taken
up long before they were made. 1 hope
the Minister for Lands will even now come
to the conclusion that action in regard to
these two matters, at least, should he taken
at an early date. Other than that T have
no commenl to make ahout the Lands De-
parbinent.

T rveiterate what T have said abont bulk
handling at sidings in the Albany zone.
While I eonsider the provision of the faecil-
ities fully justified, at the same time 1
wish to thank the Minister for his cour-
tesy in the matter,

MR. MANN (Beverley) [B.7]1: We arr
enjoving loday one of the best seasons
for many years. The Minister mentioned
in his speech the possibility of the farmer
bheing able to meet his commitments in the
near future. There is, however, much lee-
way to he made up hefore the farmer reaches=
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the position of definite stabilify. Good sea-
sons are one thing, hut the question of good
prices is another. We hope, with the two
together, that there will be some definite
future outlook for the farmer. I wish to
thank the Minister, on behalf of the soldier
settlers in my eclectorate, for having had
n revaluation made of repurchased estates.
It is appreeiated by them. In the event of
a further repatriation scheme to the land,
when the men at present away return, the
consideration of repurchased estates should
very definitely he taken into account. T

have had some experience of this. It
is a pretty hard battle with years
and  years of toil in front of them
and very little hope of getting ahead.

T hope this Government, or whatever Gov-
ernment is in power when actual repatria-
tion takes place, will consider that aspect.
Some men will eomu: back from the front
desiming to go on the land. That type of
man is a pood one and consideration should
be given to him. Many young men will not
touch the land. Many farmers' sons have
had enough of it. Even with the develop-
ment of secondary industries, primary in-
dustries have to carried on.

I wish to touch on the guesiion of water
supplies in our farming areas, REast of
my clectorate there is a water scheme, or
two water schemes. The Minister for Water
Supplies will agree with me that the day
has come when, in conjunction with the
Jand settlement, there must be some compre-
hensive water supply scheme. The eastern
wheat arca has a rainfall that will grow a
good crop of wheat, bui not sufficient at
times to fill dams. In my clectorate there is
an enormous amount of valuable feed,
due to the exeellent season, but some farm-
ers cannot carry stock. The water ques-
tion has to be faced sooner or later.
I understand consideration is being
given to the possibility of increasing the
area of the Mundaring ecatchment, and also
of the Wellington scheme. I hope the Qov-
ernment will make some definite announce-
ment regarding the position of water for
our farming areas. This is essential to
increase the number of stock carried, If
we are faced with competition respecting
wheat, a great deal of wheat production
will cease. We are one of the main wool-
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producing eountries in the world. Our
eastern areas, partieularly, are produciug
a bulky type of wool, and they also produce
good fat lambs. We are, however, penalised
s0 far as water supplies are concerned.
There will be a partial shortage this year
in some parts of the State, about which
the Minister has information, and his officers
are out mrow making investigations. Water
cartage will be necessary in some aveas.

I want to make somc remarks regarding
the new Minister for Labour in the Federal

Government. He says that if primary
producers wish men to work on the
land they should ensure that the stand-

ards for their workers are equal to the
standards in other industries. It is not
possible for the farmer to give the same
standard as is given by other industries.
This will be the death knell of our primary
industry. Labour is essential, and today,
hecanse of the price received for our com-
modities and the high cost of production,
the farmer is unable to employ labour on
the basic wage. At present a casual worker
can demand 12s. a day and keep, and he is
paid it becaunse labhour is scarce. Considera-
tion should be given to the question of
internees. What happened during the last
war? Our men who were taken prisoner
worked pretty hard in the mines, factories
and on road works in Germany and German
occupied areas. No consideration was given
to them. Today the trade unions of Aus-
tralia say, “We will not allow internees or
prisoners of war to work, because it affects
our members.” Are they going to contro!
Australia?

Mr. Fox: It is against international law.

Mr. MANN: Does Germany consider in-
ternationa) law?

Mr. Styants: It does not work interness.

My, MANN: Are we to tolerate men like
Mr. Ward, who are extremists in every
sensn?

The Minister for Lands: What was the
deeision of Mr. Ward’s predecessor?

Mr. MANX: T am dizcussing the present
Government. [ consider the Minister for
Lands is very fair, and T ask him: Does ho
consider the farmer can afford to employ
labnur under present conditions? Will the
Minister answer that question?  Can the
industry afford it? Can the industry carry
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such a lond? The answer is “No.” If the
farmer could pay such rates he would do se,
and would be quite willing to give better
condditions. Were it possible to get assist-
ante from the half-castes, some relief might
he afiorded, but the half-castes take mighty
gouil care not to work.  The question of
labour is a very difieult one. If we have to
adopt  Commoenwealth standards—and we
must realise that the Commonwealth can
override the power of this Parliament—the
industry will soon he in a very sorry plight.
We ean produce wheat and wool, and pre-
sently Enrope will be starving and in need
of these eommodities. There is no coantry
that eann produce these essentials of life as
we enn do. 1T commend my remarks about
water supplies 1o the attention of the Minis-
ter concerned, and 1 thank the Minister for
Lands for having had those holdings on the
repurchased osiate revalued.

MER. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [{8.16]: As
I spoké on the gencral debate I have not
much to say on ihe Lands Department vote.
I wish to bring under the notice of the
Minister for Lands the urgent necessity for
seenring  hetter eo-ordination between the
Lands Department and the Forests Depart-
ment for the purpose of preparing for post-
war problems.  After the war a number of
our soldiers will doubtless be settled on the
Jand, and we do not want to repeat the
Blunders made after the 1914.18 war by
paying extortionate prices for rvepmrehased
estales, There will have to he much settle-
ment in the South-West, not aeees<avily in
the form of mroup setilement, Dbecanse 1
uassume many thousands of people will be
migrating to Lhis State from other parts of
the world in order to take up land. There
is onkv one part of the State in which they
can be put, and that is the part which has
been proved during the last few years fol-
lowing the dry conditions experienced in the
wheat and the pastoral areas.

The whole of the land from DPinjarrs
southwards and ecastwards is controlled by
the Forests Department, vregardless of
whether it is {imber land or other Crown
land.  Before the Lands Department ean
approve of any selection the matter must
e reterred to the Forests Department.
After the approval of the Forests Depart-
ment has heen ohtained the land is surveved,
and the selection approved of by the Lands
Department. I do not suggest that we
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should give away any of our timber
heritage, but T do suggest that a hetter spirit
of co-ordination should be fostercd hetween

‘the two departments, and that a classifica.

tion he made of the whole of the land in
the South-West part of the State. Many
yearr before the Forests Department came
into operation thousands of loads of timber
were dextroyed. The whole of the land from
Bridgetown fo the coa-t anl around to
Albany was surveved on a draughthoard
system, Many eamps of sarveyors worked
right through that eouatry ond made »
classification.  Forest survevs have been
made sinee, and  Dbiocks that had been
selected nnd abandoned have reverted to the
Forests Department. It is impossible {o get
one of those bleeks heeanse of the timber it
is earrying,

The way in which the Trorests Department
hases ity estimates is fhis: Theve is a ridge
earrying an abundance of jarrah, perhaps
siX, tem or twenty loads to the acre. Then
there is a big valley with no marketable
timher, but the loadawe is spread over the
whole area, and if it averages 115 leads to
the nere it i= designated forest countrey.
Sinee the survev was made the Forests De-
partment has carried out a& cursory inspee-
tion, and now there is a record of all that i
considered to he forest country. [ sugoest
thai a classifieation he made by officers of
the Lands Department and the Forests De-
partment, with an arbitrator if necessary,
of all the land in the South-Western portion
of the Rlate. Otherwise we cannot expect
10 make any progress with land setflement.
The post-war problams will be on us, and
when the Minister wants to scttle 15400 or
20,000 settlers there, he will find the Forvests
Department up against him witheat any pro-
vision having heen made to have the land
uvailable. The Minister should see that the
necessary snrvey is made and that better co-
ordination is secured hetween the two de-
partments. If that were done no one would
regret it, and the Minister's name would go
down to posterity as a man who took a broad
and statesmanlike view and made the requis-
ite preparations fo mert a verv great need.

HON. W. D. JOENSON (Guildford-
Midland) [8.22]: T commend the member
for Nelson for having raised the question of
the lands of the South-West. While I sup-
port him in his desire to get a survey made
of the land available, as Qiselosed by the
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maps prepared by the Poresis Department,
T want the Minister when going into that
matler—as T hope he will—fo include the
area of nnimproved land that is wonopelised
by absentee owners or by those who are
farming enly a small fraction of the land
they control. The great trouble in the South-
West was that, before we had a plan and
hefore the State had an  opportunity
thoroughly to survey the forest aveas, sue-
coxsive Governments over the years wisely
reserved the arveas that they thought might
beeere valnable from the point of view of
timhor  production.  The Conservator of
Favests, Mr. Kessell, has done remarkably
zood work, as did his predecessors, in got-
tine a proper grip of exactly where the
marketable timber is.  larketable timber
is usnally found on lamd that is not of the
hest cqua'ity for agriculture, and therefore
he has been able not only to discover where
the permanent forests must be maintained
but how to ent out those areas that would he
usable for agricuttural purposes, and would
nnt be as economically sound if retained for
Torestry purposes. That is as it should be.

As the member for Nelson pointed out,
plans have been prepared and I take it we
know where the permanent forests will be
maintained T know Mr. Kessell to he one
of those wise administrators who will fnllow
{he example of BEuropean and other countries
where the practice is to Dlant one tree or
two trees for every one that is eut down.
Undoubtedly Mr. Kessell and his officers are
doing good work in maintaining our forests.

But I submit that it is not away dewn in
the Xelson distriet where we ought to start.
We ought to start in the Bunbury electorate.
Anyvone who travels in the South-West to-
day mnst be impressed by the tremendons
development that has taken place hetween
Perth and Banbury. Tt is a fascinating pie-
ture when we rememnber having passed for
vears through arcas hetween Perth and Bun-
hury that were considered to be indifferent.—
land that would never be developed. But
with =ubfereancan  clover, with varions
methods of {reatment, and in part, with thz
help of irvigation, there has been a trans.
formation.

Mr. J. FL. Smith: Practieally all that land
is taken up.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do you remember the
time when vou condemned it?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No.
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Hon. ¢, G. Latham: I will eonviet you
with your own words.

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: I know what 1
said. The Leader of the Opposition, with
other members of the general public, thought
that that land was nol as good as it has
proved to he. The production today is re-
markable, In going down te Bunbury, as
I have done at intervals during the last few
years, 1 have heen struek by the remarkahly
small percentage of poor stock to be seen.
1t reminds me of New Zealand, where I was
reared.  There we used to judge localities
by the number of stock in good eondition.

Hon. N. Keenan: Where did vou see that
stock?

Hon, W. D. JORNSON: Between Perth
and Bunbury. One has to look very closely
to tind a beast in poor condition. To me,
the transformation is most extrnordinary,
and T speak with some knowledge of the
subject,

Mr. Willinott: Yon ean inctude the stock
right down sonth.

Hon. W. D, JOHANSON: I am dealing
with the remarkable development hetween
Perth and Bonbury. Not only has the land
heen cleared but the pasture on the land is
maintaining a high quality of stock, and
the stock is mm remarkably good eondilion.

My, Mann: Stoek at the Wooroloo
Sanatorinm is in equally good condition.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Stock at the
Wooreloo Sanatorium s nursed, but he-
tween Perth and Bunbury there are small
holdings where farmers are applyving the
knowledge that has been gained over the
vears as {o the hest method of utilising that
land and huilding it up by top-dressing, T
am speaking from my own observations he-
c¢anse I have heen throngh that part two or
three times recently, and have judged the
distvict from Perth to Bunbury by the won-
derfnl development and the number and
quality of stork on the heldings. Roughly
one can ralenlate the number of stock to a
given acreage, and the condition of the
stock is a tribute to the land, to the faim-
ing methods adopted, and to the advantages
derived from seientific investigation and the
spread of scie:iific knowledge. T wish to
emphasise that point. The resnlts are there
to he seen by everyone, and anyone who
knows anything abont agrieulture must he
impressed by the transformation.
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Travelling south from Bunbury to Bussel-
ton, one observes a different condition of
affairs. 1 am guessing now, but I think it
is about 20 miles south of Bunbury. Im-
mediately one passes the racecourse, on both
sides stretch miles of unimproved land. Any-
vne who knows Western Australia wili ap-
preciate that, in order to judge the quality
of the land, one needs only to eount the red
gum trees on a given acreage. 1 invite
any member to proeeed ¢uietly along that
country and estimate the nuwmber ef pum
trees per acre. He would come to the con-
elusion that in that distriet there is a vast
area of first-class land. At one time the
land had been fenced, but the fences are
now falling down. There is only a small
distanee of effective fencing in the arvea, [
was struck by this and eould not under-
stand why, when this land was available,
less attraetive areas between Perth and Bun-
bury wera being settled, country which was
considered to be of little value from a pro-
duetive point of view. Yet it was developed
quickly and suceessfully. | therefore mea-
sured the distance from the mile peg on the
road, and asked the Minister for Lands for
a map of the land from the mile peg near
the Bunbury racecourse to the mile peg fo-
wards C‘apel. 1 do not remember the mile-
age but it was considerable. ’

When I veceived the map 1 found that
the Jand was privately owned. I shall not
give the name of the ewner, but members
know him well. He is associated with the
people who have talked about the develop-
ment of the South-West and the wonderful
potentialities of that district; but, by golly,
they have not contributed {o the develop-
ment of the South-Wesl hy making their
land  available for settlement. With the
meniber for Nelson, 1 ask the Minister
to muke a survey of this land which has
heen held for so many years. Tt ix free-
hold today and the owners are reaping the
unearned inevement. Some day the State
will have to seenre that land, T.et us ascer-
tain how big is the area that i~ being mono-
polived there today, not by the Forests
Department but by private owners.  The
department has control of large areas, cer-
tainly, but large portions are made avail-
able for seftlement without interfering with
the economic value of the timber. It is
land monopoly that is the menace of the
Sonth-West. That is what is holding the
distriet baek. Tt s a erime. beeause, if
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that land were made available for settlement,
production vould he stimolated to a far
greater extent than in the other distriet 1
mentioned.

[ bope the Minister will go into this
matter and make s proper survey of the
Scuth-West district in order to find out what
arveus are available for seftlement, so that
people who so desire may take up land there
and farm under good eonditions on a closer
settlement basis. A survey should be made
irvespuetive of whether the land is Crown
fand or whether it belongs te monopolists.
If it is privately-owned we can have it
thrown open by legislation. I do not advo-
cale confiseation, nor do I wish to injure
anyone. I simply say that no individual
should stand in the way of the State’s
development and progress. There shouid he
a way out of the dilieulty. What is hap-
pening in the South-West oceurred in my
native country, New Zealand, where drastie
legislation was required to hreak up large
estates that were being held to the detri-
ment of the development of New Zealand.
thus retarding its produetivity. We have an
enterprising Minister for Lands, a Minister
who applies himself to his work. 1 hope he
will take on this job, and when he has dons
il thoroughly 1 shail, with the member for
Nelson, appland him for his efforts.

HON. C. &. LATHAM (York) [8.36]:
With regard to the vemarks made by the
previous speaker, 1 have before me a re-
port of a Royal Conupission of 1925 of
which he was a member. It is pleasing
to know that persons, as they grow older,
become hetter educated. They learn more
about thetr countrv. Tonizht we have
heard the South-West distriet compared
tavourably with land in New Zealand.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: You quote Manji-
mup.

Hom, €. 6. LATHAM: Tt is pleasing Lo
leariy at last that  the hon. member has
foumd wome good in the Sonth-West dis-
trict. 1 agree with bim, T made a min-
arity report on the results of the Royal
Commission to which I have referred. T
did not agree with the hon. member in
those days. At last, however, he has seen
the Jight., I{e admits now that the South-
West porvtion of this State is n great her-
itnge {or the people.

Hon. W. 1. Johnson: Tt cust this State
£7,000,000,
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Hon. (. G. LATHAM: Even if it did
what does that matter, as the member for
Murehison would say. If it cost £7,100,000,
what is money? I suggeslt that the mem-
her for Guildford-Midland take the advice
ot the member sitting next to him as to
what money really is.

Hou, W. 1. Johnson: My collengue will
tell you what it is,

Hon. C. (i, LATHAM: I am asking the
member for Unildford-Midland to get that
advice. However, I do not intend to discuss
that side of the matter. As 1 soid, it is
Pleasing to know that at last there is a full
apprecintion and  realisation of what our
South-West really means to the State. I
agree with everything the member for
Guildford-Midiand has said; yet he did not
seleet land there for himself. He sclected
land in the wheathelt, where perhaps he
has made a fortune.

Hon. W_ D), Johnson: I have not.

Yon. C. G, LATHAM: Had the hon.
member taken my advice in fhose days he
might be hetter off now. I rose particu-
larly to ask (he Commiitee not to agree
with the statements made by the memher
for Murchison ahout the future of our
wool industry, our wheat industry aml
other industries that today are providing
surplises, It wounld be ealamitous for the
State if we were to take his advice and
do nothing, particularly as our population
is under half a million. How many farm-
ers would be required to supply that num-
ber of people with food and clothing? I
assure the Committee—and 1 have facts
and figures heve to prove what I say—that
after every war a ready market has been
available tor all commodities that can he
supplied.

When this war ends—may God bring it
te an end soon—a ready market will he
available for owr commodities and money
will be forthcoming to pay for them,
exaetly as monev was found for the de-
struetion that is now taking place. The
member for Muvehison knows a great deal
about mining and I look to him for advice
and guidance on that subject; but when it
vomes to apgrienlure, may I suggest that
he leave that sabjeet to those who thor-
ounghly understand it? He would then
make fewer mistakes than he has made to-
night. T propose te quoie from “Year
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Book"” No. 14, 1921, the priees ol wheat for
the period 1901-1819.  The figures are ax

follows :—

Average

for year.
Year, . d
1901 .. .- . .. .. 28 9
1911 .. . .. .. .. 31 8
) B30 S . . . .. 81 8§
1914 ., .. .. .. .. 3411
1915 .. . . .. .. 8210
1916 .. N .. .. .. 58 §
917 .. .. .. .. .. T8 09
1918 .. . . .. .. 72 10
1My .. .. . .. 7211
Hon. W. D. Johnson: Are yon finding

something tu yuote against me?
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In "Year Book”

No. 21, 183, the following prices aro
given:—
Average
for year.
Year, 8. 4,
1920 .. .. .. .. .. B0 10
1921 .. .. . . ... 11 6
23 . . .. .. Loo42 2
1924 .. .. A .. .. 49 3
1925 .. .. . . Loo92 2
1926 .. .. .. .. .. 853 3
mer L. .. . . .. 49 3
1928 42 10

Those were the prices up to 1930 and 1931,
when the market collapsed. Even since then
the average price has been about s, Gd. per
hushel. Just before the war wheat was sold
ab 3s, 3d. fo 3s. 4d. per bushel at sidings.
Membeyz will appreciate the point that the
value of the pound in 1914 was consider-
ably grenter than it is today. TFor instance,
binders that cost £40 then today eost over
£80; and harvesters that then cost £45 to
£66 todnx cost £200. So members will
realize what was the purehasing power of
the pound in 1914!  In that vespect the
wheat priees of those days were better than
they are today. I agree with the member
for Greenough that we have a wonderful
opportunity. Any help that T ean give the
Minister ta overcome the difficulty of storing
our produce [ shall be only too happy to
oIve,

Wheal 18 o perishable product, hut not as
perishable as are many other commodities.
For instance, butter cannot be stored for a
very long period, not even in cold storage;
nor can potatoes, froit, and that kind of
commodity, he stored. The member for
Muorchison said that the great trouble was
that people had not the purchasing power
to buy these goods, But there is not one
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per=on who has not the mouey to huy all
the hread he wants. People are better off in
that respeet than they have heen for a long
time, 1 have not heard complainis abhout
the price of Latter which, on the average, is
hizher than it has heen for a number of
venrs, I will admit that a little while back
it was ay high as 22 Gd. a ib. But the price
has improvel during the past few years, due
te the fact that it has been more or less con-
trolled. it is no use the hon. member saying
that we van load the price on to o Western
Australian | roduee in order to make pro-
duction a pavable proposition. It would
be a terrifie loading.

The Minister for Lands: We exploit our
howe market now.

Hon. €. G, LATHAM: Recently we have
done so—almost for evervthing. We have
done it in regard to milk, butter, dried
fruits and wheat,  Certainly it has not been
done with reward to wool, though we are
sHIl charging higher for Australian manu-
factured woollon goods, 1 admit that so far
as farms are concerded there is no fixed
price for meat, but even that might he given
consideration in the near future. This vast
country of ours must be developed. The
fact thal it is not propled is one of the vea.
sons why certain folk not very far away
from the North-West are looking with
cnvions eves on Lhis  wonderful  tervitory.
We must populate it and so remove their
canse for jealousy. However diffieult it is
to keep people on the land we must carry
that responsibility, and do everything pos-
sible to assist those enzaged in  primary
incdustry.

Let us not for one moment subserihe to a
poliey of despair and say, “Do not let us
praduee any exportable surpluses!” That
i< the only way to meet oar overses commit-
ments and get a living. T do not know of any
manufactured artiele in vespeet ol jhich
we can enter into eompetition with other
countries on the London market. As the
Minister has said, we are loading our people
with seme of the costs of production in
order to export.

I did not rise to eomplain about the Landa
Estimates. My sympathies are with the
Government and we showid do everything
we can to make the land attraetive, how.
ever diflicult it is under present conditions,
YWe are not doing all that we could for the
men on the land, but do not let us condemn
the work they are accomplishing in the man-
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ner in which it ha- heen eondemued tonight.
I am sorry that such statements have heen
made. There is a market awaiting us if and
when we can ship goods fo people oversea
who are starving, and are anxiously await-
ing the commodities we can produce. I
commend the member for Guildford-dlidland
for having -een the light, and for havine
a better appreciaiion of some parts of thiz
country which a few wyears ago he con-
denined, 1 hope also that we have ~uccveded
in enlightening the member for Murehi=on as
he has at times enlightened us.

MR. HILL (\ihany) [8.50]: It is not
my intention to speak at any lengih on this
Vote, but { do realise in common with other
inembers that the prosperity of our Hiate
depends upon the development of the [and.
When T look back over the years of my re-
sidence in the southern end of Western Aus-
tralia, I cammot help being struck with the
wonderful progress and development that
have taken place there in spite of our many
disabilities, I often think that a mwember
of Parliament, instead of heing reprimanded
for using his railway pass, should be cas-
tigated if he does not use it, Fifteen months
ago I felt very pleased with what T saw in
my own part of the State, after having ve-
turned from a frip to the Hastern States.

AMr, Needham: And a Lahour (overnment
has been in power!

Mr. HILL: In spite of that we have made
wonderful progress! I have here a letter to
the Premier asking him to arrange for some-
one to atfend the Denmark fleld day on the
22nd November, Incidentally it is Sir James
Mitchell whom we have to thank for ihe
wonderful progress made in that district.
When I travelled over the wondertul north
coast of New South Wales 12 months ago
I was struck with the similarity of that
country to the Denmark district, hut it was
appalling {0 see the drought-stricken nature
of the country over there and the skinny
stock. On the other hand it was lovely {o re-
turn to Denmark and see the luseious pas-
tures, in spite of the fact that we have had
the driest vear on record. Another thing
that struek me in New South Wales was
the enormous expenditnre that was neces-
sary to provide transport faeilities for that
part of the world.

At the southern end of this State we have
heen wonderfully favoured.  We have, 1
think, one of the finest elimates in the world.
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A few weeks ago we had at Albany a very
targe delegation of members of the Federal
Parliament. Those gentlemen referved to
the fact that some Japanese were in New
South Wales recently. Referring to the Blue
Mountains the Japs said, “Give us your Blue
Mountains and we will produce from them.
You have the rainfall; we can find the rest.”
We all know that our land in this State is
short of phosphoric acid, and in the southern
end of the State we seem {o be a little short
of some of the minor elements. The dis-
covery of the Denmark wasting disease and
its eure was a wonderfnl achievement of the
Agricultural Department. That tronble was
cansed by a deficiency of cobalt, and it takes
one oz. of cobalt to supply the deficiency in
40 cows for 12 months. In the southern
end of the State we are fully alive to the
fact that the area must be populated, Ener-
getic committees have been formed with a
view to assisting the Government in the
settlement of that avea. I am sure the Min-
ister for Lands enjoyed his recent tvip to my
distriet. He inspected some areas that were
started by the Leader of the Opposition
when he was Minister for Lands some years
ngo, and on Tuesday T will be attending a
field day on some of the condemned land
in the southern end of Western Anstralia,
If it were possible I would like other mem-
bers to go down there to see what I believe
to be the finest pastures in Australia, and
to witness the development taking place.

(Mr. Marskall took the Chair.)

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
¥. J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne—in reply) [8.54]:
[ do not wish to delay the pussing of thesc
Estimates, but I feel that the members who
have spoken are entitled to one or {wo com-
ments from myself. One of the few matters
1o which ¥ wish fo refer is that raised by the
member for Pingelly in respeet to labour
difficulties and the arrangements being made
in connection with man-power problems
cenerally, For his information and that of
the Committee, I may say it is the intention
of the Government before the end of this
week to appoint a committee representative
of all interests, a committee that will hava
an oppertunity not merely to co-operate
with the Commenwealth hut also to decide
upon our many local problems econnected
with labour defictency. During the past
weck we have been approached by the Prime
AMinister on this subject.
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In additien to the secretary to the Pre-
mier’s Department, Me." Stitfold, being ap-
pointed Deputy Divector of Man-Power
Priorities, it is the Government’s intention
to appoint three others, including an efficient
person representing rural activities. As a
matter of fact, I understand thai the Pre-
mier today approached the Leader of the
Opposition and eonferred with him on this
matter. We hope to obtain the hest and
most vepresentative committee to deal with
the very vexed problem of labour shortage.
Many of our ety intevesty as well as rural
pursuits and mining aectivities are severcly
handicapped at present and are likely to be
handieapped in the future on account of war
circumstances, bat it is hoped that as a re-
sitlt of close co-operation and collaboration
there will be an easing of the position. The
Premier suggests that I should read to the
House the letter T received from the Prime
Minister vesterday. It is as follows:—

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of the
26th September in whieh you nominated Mr.
H. T. Stitfold, Seeretary of your department,
to the position of Deputy Director of Man
Power Priorities in Western Australia.

¥ now desire to confirm the appointment of
Mr. Stitfold as Deputy Director, and to thank
your Government for making his services avail-
able, in & part-time capactiy, for this work.

When Mr. Stitfold was recently in Mel-
bourne, he was requested by the chairman of
the Man Power Prioritice Board to submit con-
fidentially, ufter consultation with you, suitable
nominations of a representative of employers,
a representative of employees, and, if neces-
sary, another member for appointment to the
State committee of advice. These nominations
will, of course, be subject to confirmation.

I would like to express my appreciation of

your eourtesy in allowing the Man Power
Priorities Board, through the Deputy Director,
access to the records of the State Government
and State departments for purposes connectei
with the functions of the board.
Many approaches have heen made by the
Government to the appropriate Common-
wealth Minister, and many suggestions have
heen made with a view to easing the position
in every sectional interest in this State. As
T mentioned when introducing these Esti-
mates, we anticipate very great difficulties,
particulariy in rural spheves. Those diffieul-
ties indeed are with nsz at present, and as
time develops, even after the hay harvest,
we expect they will be very intense. Every
avenue is being exploited in an endeayour
to overcome the difficulties.

Reference was made by the member for
Guildford-Midland to forest activities and
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the necessity for close collaboration between
the Forests Deparfment and the Lands De-
partment. T desire to assure the Committec
that close co-operation is being experieneed
hetween Lhose two depariments and the prin-
cipal officers connected with them, The
prineiple of planting a tree for every tree
removed has heen carried out and has reached
oven a better stage in this State. Ti is to
the credit of the present Conservator of
Forests and also n reflection of the policy
laid down by his predecessor, that it is
anticipated that atter another 30 years have
passed, when most of owr viegin forest land
will have been to some extent exploited,
provision will have been made for an in-
creasing quantity of timber in perpetuity.
That is the result of years of planting and
is a remarkable tribute to those who had
charge of the arrangements for the future
development of forestry in this State. After
another 30 years there will not be a dimin-
ishing quantity of timber available for mill-
ing but an increased quantity.

I agree with the sentiment of the hon.
member in respect to alienated land and
think it is time that less Jand belonging to
the people was exploited, while those own-
ing alienated Jand are merely awaiting fur-
ther development to enable them to bhenefit
from unearned inerement. Ye¢ have large
tracts of country near to facilifies that have
heen provided for the people which merely
await development tn secure the profits that
should helong to the penple. In investiga-
tions now progeeding in connection with
areas in safe vainfall distrviets all these
factors ave taken into consideration. There
is no other comment T wish to make. T
thank members for their appreciative vefer-
ences to the Lands Department and the ad-
ministration of the Agricultural Bank. In
these trying days all the civenmstances at-
taching to land administration are indeed
very diffienlt.

Vote pnt and passed.

Vates—Fuarirers! Mebis Adjustment.
£3.030; Agriewlturol Bank, Industries As-
sistanee Board, Soldiers’ Land Settlemenf.
Li-—agreed ta,

ote—. A griculture, €96.937 :

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
{Hon. F. J. & Wise—Gascoyne [9.3]: Tt
wounld, I think, he a very grave omission
to allow the Estimates of the Department of
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Agriculture to he passed without comment.
During the last two years, while the Lunds
Department and the Department of Aeri-
culture have been adminstered under the one
Ministerial head, there has Dbeen every
endeavour more closely to correlate the
different departmental interests. While in
the case of the Lands Department the ac-
tivities mainly deal with the oceupation of
land and the handling of the State's interests
the arrangemenis necessary for reserves and
roads, and all matters incidental to surveys—
those duties being constant—in the case of
the Department of Agriculture it would ap-
pear that the duties are not merely increas-
ing but, with the times, are beecoming more
diversified. The duties atiached to the ad-
ministration of the Agrienltural Department
and those of the officers of the department
seem to he changing daily. Although in the
past the activities of the department have
been more associated with production, or-
ranisation not merely in this State but
throughout Australia tends towards the eon-
trol of the mavketing of that produetion.
This has been more mavked since the outbreak
of war, For many years, however, ecrtain
seetions of rural production have expericneed
a considerable amount of control by boards
and by other authorities set up in cach State
of Australia, which have fo some extent
placed impoests upon our loeal markets, in
andeavours to raise the prices to the pro-
ducers and to ecounteract the low export
parity.

Since the outhreak of war, with the con
(raetz let hy the British Ministvy of Food
the outlook for the prodncers has materially

rhanged. Tn the first year of hostilities
contracts were made with Awpstralia  {or

£100,000,000 worth of its surplus produe-
tion. Tt was obvious that while shipping was
more plentiful then than it is now, there
was a distinet inelination on the part of the
Rritish Ministry of Food not merely o re-
enact the contraets made with Australia but
to inerease the demand for certain of our
ecommoditics.  During this vear, however.
owing to very grave disabilities respecting
shipping there have been eonstant changes
in the domands from Britain. Those demands
have not mevely bern varied during the past
vear but have included requests for further
types of commedities from Australia.
Whereas last year Britain demanded that
we should supply every ounce of butter that
conld he prodoeed in Australin- -in +hat
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year we sent away 104,000 tons of butter to
Great Britain—this year Great Britain is
asking for only about 60 per cent. of our
production. That in turn has imposed upon
our local market not mercly the strain of a
demand for inercased consumption but for
the ahsolute prohibition of second-grade ar-
ticles. There is no voom in the demand
made by Britain for our butter for any
pastry quality or any second-grade article.
There has also been a serious reaction in
all Australian States with regard to the
hutter market, whieh will be saturated with
the first-class artiele. This means that dairy-
wmen will experience very great diffienlties
unless their hest eofforts are put forward to
ensare that no second-grade cream or secondl-
quality bhutter is put on the market.

With the shipping position we have ex-
perienced most serious diffienlties in respect
of corgoes reguiring refrigeration, and in
turn, great stress has been placed upon onr
internal refrigerated storage spaee to cope
with the long gap hetween the calling of
ships eynipped  with  refrigeration faeili-
ties. We have had to endeavonr to antiei-
pate, and that has constituted a most diffti-
cult problem. We have had to endeavour
to judge what might he the quantity of
storage necessary to cope with the season’s
bhutter, lamh, bacon and egps awailing ex-
port. Not merely did theose commodities
require storage, but there was the guestion
of onr internal nceds {o make possible the
maximum  quantities of England’s requive-
ments being available when ships made
port.  There were changes day hy day in
the requests coming to us from England,
tor different types of commodities, such as
variations in the weight of pork or the
t¥pe of bacon that was needed. That has
Placed npon ns serious handicaps in  the
provision of cold storage facilities and has
uade it very diflicult to anticipate.

The Government has, as members are
aware, endeavoured te weet the situation
by assisting meat works fo provide eool
storage facilities, and in measnring, as fax
ax was possille, the refrigerating space
available to us within the State. At one
stage, to ease the position, we were con-
sidering the prospect of eonveying on
State ships some of the lamb  carcases
fronm: the Fremantle treatment works to
Wyndham, We had o eonsider curtailing
the privileges given to ouwr local slanghter-
men and butchers at the Midland Junction
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abattoirs in order to make available more
storage space for lambs. Beasonal eondi-
tions this vear, however, make the position
upprar less dilficult than at fivst beenuse
of the lateness of the lamb season. Al this
stage, olthough we had antieipated ap-
proiching an output of 0,000 lambs, if
present indicntions are not improved upon
we will not have anywlere near that num-
hev,

L mention these few points te indicate
to menbers some of the dilflicnlties the
Agricultural Department has had to con-
tend with in respeet to marketing pro-
blems consequenl upon war conditions, On
the vther hand, the war has brought to us
the considervation of new industries that
had received seant attention in previous
vears, and much activity in the department
has heen eaused in fostering those new in-
dustries, I will eite Hax ux an cxample.
1t was quite by accident thai tlax produe-
tion emmne to this State. On o previous
oceasion 1 have given members details ol
low that happened. At present it is soffic-
ient to say that last year the Common-
wealth Government allotted 1,000 ncres to
Western Australin, which was suflicient to
warrani the establishment of one mill at
Yarleop, This year we have had 6,000
acres allotted to us and the results have
heen so satisfnetory that onc distriet has
requested an alloeation of 4,000 aeres for
next season. The prospects of the flax
crop have exceeded zll anticipations and
not merely has the yield been promising
but it scems that in parts of the Nelson
electorate in partienlar, in places where it
was difliecalt to find a suitable rotation in
pastuves, flux has proved a benefieial erop
with clovers for the purpose of renovating
¢lover fields, That means that flax will
not only be a switable intermediate erop
but a very profitable crop in normal rota-
tion.

There ave flax evops in the Boyup Brook
district that van five feet in height and they
will vield, as n rotation evop, n return of
€15 per acre, as well as being a very valu-
able erop in suecession where the clover
land iz Tunning ont. It is a tribute to
mary people of the Bovup Brook distriet
that when this matter was presented to
them as a national need, hundreds of acres
of pasinre land were braken up. The Te-
sult scems to he that Western .\ustralia
will have had introduced to it a new in-
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dustry with a second secondary industry
hias, which will outbid many other Stales
where the crop had previously been sue-
cessfully established. It will bring to West-
ern Australia an industry that is so im-
portant to ns and whieh in the years after
the war will engage many people in see-
ondary indunstry aud enable us to achieve
a hetter-halanced econoiny,

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Will the whole of
the 6,000 acres be devoted to fibre?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCRE:
Yes, there iz also an area of 1,800
aeres of linseed—a related crop—which
is heing grown for grain. It is anticipated
that next year, if we are able to cope
with it and creet a factory—this vear
we have three in operation—and if
we ean get the machinery, there will he
at least 10,000 acres of linseed flax 1In
Western Australia. At present there is an
area of 1,800 acres of linseed for growing
the same family of plants, bat it is being
grown for grain between Northam and
Beverley in the Avon Valley, and we ex-
peet that that will yield the growers a
return of over Bs. per bushel. We were
highly fortunate in the action of the pre-
sent Under Secretary for Agrienlture, who
arranged at very short notice for the re-
quisite quantity of seed to he imported to
meet that need. The Commonwealth was
persistent, in its request to us to have small
trial lots; but in our first year we have
1,800 acres which is promising well and
which, fortunately, also has a secondary in-
dustry bias, That linseed will he treated as
is imported linseed in New South Wales
and Victoria, and will not merely satisfy
part of our ail requirements for paints and
the like bat also for stockfeed and residues’
which are nocessary in the produetion of
paint and Iubricating oils.

Tobacco is an industry which has heen
given special attention by the department.
This State has c¢laims for the expansion of
the tobaceo industry second to none in the
Commonwealth. Of the Australian con-
snmption of 27,500,000 1bs. of tobaceco, Aus-
tralin produces only ahoui 3,600 1bs. The
rest is imported. Tf instead of regarding
tohacco as something that is profitable to
the Commonwealth Government in an excise
sense, we eonsider it as something profitable
in a primary and secondary industry sense,
we shall be regarding it in its true light.
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Last year Western Australia produced
£136,000 worth of tobaeeo, That is the
figure of recent appraisers. The quality was
commented upon by the appraisers as seeond
to none in the Commonwealth, The average
price gives an impression supporting that
contention 1n that 2s. 914d. per Ib., the
average priee in this State, was the highest
price in the Commonwealth. And now we
have an opportunity in the distriet befween
Karridale and Manjimop of not merely
doubling that production but of expanding
it manifold. It is no use to make arrange-
ments for such expansion at short netice.
It will be necessary for our own resources
to be sapplemented, for vs to get finanecial
assistanee towards the attainment of that
goal; but the Government is pressing very
hard for consideration being given to this
mportant industry and for securing the
necessary recognition of it from the Com-
monwealth,

A few moments ago I mentioned one
point concerning the dairying industry of
Australia, in that ouwr surplos of 104,006
tons was exported to Great Britain last
vear, and that this year we expect that the
shortage whieh will he occasioned by lack
of demand from (reat Britain will be shifted
towards cheese produetion. Great Britain
has asked us for 40,000 tons of cheese dur-
ing this enrrent year—three times the quan-
tity exported in the prrevious year. Great
Britain has asked for dried mitk and con-
densed milk, and for inereasing quantities
of dried fruits; but more partienlarly is
stress laid on the availability in Britain for
all dairy products, except butter, that we
can send her,

There is a strong demand, too, in the
Middle East and in the Far East—or, what
is perhaps the better term, the *Near North”
to us—for all classes of dairy produce which
can be dried or sent in tins. There has also
heen a very big demand in Australia for an
inerease in our eondensed milk supplies. We
have been sending from the district of the
member for Murray-Wellington large quan-
tities of tinned milk, not merely oversea but
also to the Eastern States; and there is no
doubt that the quality of the commodity
produced here ranks very high in Australian
production.

One or two other crops are attracting our
attention and are past the experimental
stage. They also are required for military
use. Among them are canned vegetables,
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dried beans, and in faet any legume which
ean be shipped as a dried article or used
for eanning. We have reeently conducted
experiments with a bean known as the navy
hean. We have nlso tried out a pea known
as the Brunswick white pea, which is in
demand as a split pea. It is likely, from the
results obtained in our experimental stage,
that we can make available to the Common-
wealth military authorities next vear 3,000
tons of one variety of bean, a variety which
is heing much sought after for our naval
and military authorities.

Those are highly important things in the
developments which have been oceasioned by
war cirenmstances; and the Depavtment of
Agriculture, with a depleted staff, is doing its
utmost to cope with the sitnations that arise.
Before leaving the subject of production I
would like to mention an experienee of one
grower in the Manjimup distriet in eonnec-
tion with tobaceo. This man had four acre=
planted last year from which he obtained
1,300 Ths. of leaf per acre, of an averag:
priee of 3s. per Ih, He received €900 from
his four aecres—through the efforts, mainly,
of himself and his wife. The prospeets in
that distriet for the tobseeo industry are
enormous, and I hope that the recognition
we arve endeavonring to obtain for the indus-
try witl meet with some response in the Com-
monwealth sphere.

Just in brief T wonld like to refer to the
activities of research, particularly applying
to minor elements and to stock diseases.
The work of the research officers in the
plant natrition branch and the animal nn-
trition hranch duving past years is well
known to members. The olficers’ attention
lo such diseases as the Denmark wasting
disease, Gingin rickets, toxic paralyvsis anid
all of those matters has produced almos:
mitaculous results. T remember a year or
two ago the member for Deverlex drawing
the attention of this Committce to the ex-
treme losses oceasioned in %is distriet by
toxie paralysis. It will be rrinembered, too,
how serious was the Denmark wasting
disease, which rendered impossible the rear-
ing of cattle in that district. Throughout
the State Gingin rickets was regarded a3
uuite hopeless; but now it means nothiug
to slock owners. The work of the scientists
of the Department of Agriculture eannol
e too londly acelaimed, That upon which
they are now engaged is receiving the same
attention from them, and is achieving simi-
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lar results. The cost of falling disease is
well known to south-western members. That
disease appeared to be absolutely inexplica-
lle. Today it is not merely being controllet,
It the seientists seem to be on the track of
a eomplete solution of the problem.

The use of cobalt and copper, not only as
licks but as an addition to pastures, is prov-
ing of immense value, especially in the Bns.
selton nnd Margaret River distrvicts; and in
their train comes not only the eure of pas-
ture deficiencies but of many ailments of
stock which previonsly were common in those
parts. Stock problems and poison plauts
and other difficulties are all reeeiving atten-
fien, but perhaps one of the most outstand-
ing foatures of research is in conneetion with
minor clements. To the distriet of the mem-
ber for Albany the addition of 5 to 10 lbs. of
copper per aere, and a very small quantity
of manganecse in some areas, nereased the
vield of potatoes by as much as 7 or S tons
per aere. The addition of 5 to 10 lhs. of a
minor element has incveased the potato vield
by from 5 to 7 tous.

Mr. Doney: Which particular officer was
responsible for finding that out?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Xo particular officer, hut the braneh under
the eontrol of Dr. Teakle is responsible for
the adidition of that element. Dy. Teakte has
plaved a prominent part in the research in
that eonneetion, but he has in his branch
some very able men working closely and
whole-heavtedly  with him.  There is one
thing T think might be mentioned in passing,
and that is the close eo-operation hetween
all branehes of the department—the absolute
spirit of friendliness and of co-operation
inter-departmentally as well as within the
depaviment,

Hon. W. 1. Johnson: It was not always
thus!

The MINTSTER FOR AGRICUTLTURE:
It is thus!

Hon, W, D. Jobnson: Tt is now!

The MINTISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
We are blessed with men  of very high
capacity and rare attainments. They ave
doing something for this State in over-
coming diffienlties, which is mercly part of
the sucecessful development of the lands re-
ferred to by the Leader of the Opposition.
Their work is pavt of the development of
our South-West, and its success lies in the
overcoming of many diseases and in
enzhling a better appreciation to he had of
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the dificulties of that country, which after
all are very real but when measured in
seientific texms are not extremely costly to

overeome. I may mention such matters as
cereal breeding, which made this  State
important and famous for its wheat

varieties and wheat vields.

These factors seem to be getting into the
hackground, hut the imporiant work is con-
tinuing—work and research in rotaiional
crops, in seed seleetion, in plant breeding, in
erops sieh as lupins and many others. These
aetivities will, in my opinion, afford to this
State a great deal of progress in the coming
vears. It is not necessary for me to pro-
jong the debate. 1 purpesely have avoided
giving mueh statistieal information. T think
it is unnecessary. However, I do commend
these Estimates to the Committee, and I
hope that whatever comment is made upon
them will give eredit to the very many offi-
cors who are working so assiduously and
suceessfully  in the hest intevests of the
State.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER:

That progress be reported.

I move—

Motion put and negatived.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subaco)
[9.301: 1 wish to make a few remarks on
the whole mitk industry. T had a metion
before the House for an inquiry a lutle
while ago, but decided to let it lapse heesuse
the vendors and producers had agreed to put
iheir position hefore the Priee Fixing Com-
mixsion, nued I thought any inquivy at 1hat
time might embarrass the situation. We ave
all convineed that the price of milk will he
inereased in the metropolitan avea, and for
that reason [ am very cownecrned. It mush
he inereased becanse the vendors at  the
present time cannot carry on. They are
working at a jose, It appears that <inee
1943 ihey have not had an inerease, but the
privhiieers have had two rises,  The result
is  that 1he expenses and wages of the
vendors have been increased eonsiderably
and  they  are now  operating at  a
Toss. AMany of them are going out of
business, and oespecially  the producer-
vendors.  They are now selling to the fae-
tories instead of retalling whole milk. This
matter will hecome a great embarras~ment
ta the metropolitan avea if it is not cor
rocted. There is ureat danger that they will
retire from the trade. T have seen the
income tax returns of some of these men,
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and T know they are not making enough at
present on which to klive. They will, there-
fore, gratetully sell their milk to the fac-
tories.

The trade, alse, is gradually drifting inte
the hands of the larze cooling depots. As
T explained in this Chamber a coupie of
vears ago, that happened in Melbourne. Tt
was found there that 44 business firms con-
trolled nearly all the trade, and more than
£500,000 was invested in these 4t businesses.
Tt has been ascertained here that if the retail
industry milk were zoned, ns has heen sug-
gusted by the Leader of the Opposition and
others, the vendors could possibly carry on,
That, however, has not proved to be so.
because some vendors have agreed to zone
their aveas and have already cexehanged
customers. They find they still cannot make
the husiness pay. It is going to be difficult
to get milk. IPriends coming from the East-
ern States informed me that in many eafes
and hotels at present it is almost impossible
to wet fresh milk in tea and coffee.

Mr. Cross: Did you not say last yvear that
powdered milk was better than fresh milk?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: No, I did
not say that it was better but that it was
excellent.

Mr. Cross: I will prove you dil.

Mys. CARDELL-OLIVER : T said it was
excellent, and it might he hetter than some
milk, but I did not say it was better than
our best milk. [ wish, particularly, to say
that milk is hecoming, veally, a luxury pro-
duct for the very poor people, and it the
price is increased 1 do not see how the poor
cousnmer will he able to afford to pay for
it. On the other hand I do not see how the
vendor can keep going unless he obtains
an increase in price.  Something must he
done.  Either the Government will have tn
subsidise the vendor or hring abont the
nationalization or municipalisation of the
husiness in order that the poorer people may
receive milk at a reasonable price.

In England, although they are working
wder such awful conditions at the present
time, all families reeeiving £2 a week or less,
get as much milk as thev want, free, and
all nolhers with children under five years
of aze, and expectant mothers, ean buy milk
at 2d. a pint, no matter what is their in-
come.  Sowething like that should he done
in this counlry. The Government must
subsidise  the industry  if  the poorer
people are to have «oflicient milk. T
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left with some members today a report
which appeared in the “West Australian.”
of & statement made by Professor Harvey
Sutton when speaking at a conference of
the Dairy Factory Managers and Secreiar-
ies Institute, at the RKoyal Agricuttural
Society Showgrounds in Sydney. He stated
that aithough there are over 2,000,000
males  in Australin between 18 and
45 years of age only about 660,000
would be fit for serviee if conseripted for
a home defence army. The reason for much
of this unfitness, he said, was an insuflie-
ieney of milk during the growing period.
If (he younger gencration received enough
mitk Australia eould raise an army of
1,000,000 from a population of 7,000,000,
whereas with the present hiilk  eonsump-
tion it would take a population of
10,600,000 to raise an army of that size.
T inquired about TProfessor Harvey Sui-
ton, and have been informed by the Gov-
ernment Statistician  that he is a man of
great experience, conservative in his estim-
ates, and well thonght of in this particnlar
State.

I would like to ask the Minister—I did
ask this two years ago but nothing eame
uf it—would it not be possible for the Gov-
crnment fo allow the free milk council to
give milk fo the poorer people at butter-
fat prices? That would not burt the pro-
ducer in the least. He would get his usual
price from the factory. It would not hurt
the vendor hecause the couneil would pay
him, and he would get his proper price;
and the cooling depots wonld get their
price and everybody would receive just
what they do now. If that ecould he done
it would be very helpful to those who sup-
ply the milk te the under-nourished ehil-
dren in schools. It would allow just twice
the number of children to he supplied. Be-
fore resuming my seat I wish to say that
if there is to be an inerease in the price
of milk I trust the Govermment will do
something to allow the poorer people to
receive milk either at the price they pay
now ov at a lesser price.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland} [9.40]: T wish to express my
pleasure at the way the Minister is apply-
ing himself tn the agricultural problems of
this State. I commend him on the im-
provement in the dairying industry. That
influstry rerquired a very close and deter-

1505

mined application by a Minister. There is no
part of the agricultural industry in which
more unscrupulons exploitation oceuwrs
than in the dairying industry. The Min-
ister has very ¢uictly, but very effectively
improved that position to a large extent.
I do not say he has eradicated all these
“smide” practices which have bheen in opera-
tion for years, but he has made it more
difficult for them to be carried on. He has
done wonderfully good work up to date,
and if he keeps going he will ultimaately
put this industry on the basis of quality
produetion rather than quantity. Again, he
has dome a  uood deal to encourage the
keeping of better herds. The produetion
per cow has improved considerably.

The improved pastures, to whiech I have
already veferved when speaking on other
Estimates, have contributed a great deal
towards that improvement, but there is no
doubt that the Minister and his expert
officers have encouraged the farmers and
assisted them to keep a better quality cow
with the resnlt that the production per
heast has inereased and, of course, the
consumption of the pastures has been re-
duced proportionately. In other words, a
poor cow eats as much as a good one, and
where there is a number of good ones the
improved economic result iz easily caleu-
lated. T tried to follow the activities of
the Agricultural Depariment hecanse agri-
culture is the foundation of the State’s
eeonontie structure. We have other aetivi-
ties, but we have to appreciate that with
our population today we have lo make use
of our agricultaral, pastoral, mining and
timber resonrees. It is true that we have
to undertake other industrial develop-
ments, but that must he done in a bal-
anred manner. We must not attempt lo do
too much experimental work and provide
for imaginary results which become costly,
and whieh will he a burden on the prim-
arv industries to which I have referred.

Reference has heen made by the mewmnber
for Beverley to the anticipated ecrop. T bhe-
lieve the evop this year will he somewhere
in the neighbonrhood of 34,000,000 to
35,000,000  bushels of marketable wheat.
While there will he difficuliics, already em-
phasised by speakers, respeeting the harvest-
ing and shipping of that erop, the Govern-
ment should appreciate that we will alse
have a verv big difficulty with the internal
transport of it. That aspect is causing very
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great concern to those whose duty it is io
handle the crop internally. I suggest that the
Minister for Agrienlture—it all comes back
on his shoulders—should investigate the
problem and try to get Government poliey
to anticipate dificulties, and ascertain whe-
ther something can be done to assist the Rail-
way Department in the hoge problem of
wheat transportation facing it this year. If
vonditions were normal and shipping avail-
able we could organise accordingly, but we
must appreciate that that canmot be ex-
peeted.  Thongh conditions may improve
there will be great difficulty in getting the
erop transported Crom conntry districts, aml
having the storage available for the follow-
ing season’s crop. If we fail to remove the
wheai from the country districts the diffi-
culty towards the end of next year will b
enormous, and it may be questionable whe-
ther we dave undertake the growing of «
crop next year unless the problem of trans-
port and storage can be overcome.

1 heard members from the Fremantle arven
parvticularly eomplaining of the ineonveni-
cnee suffered by people hecause of the ver-
min difficuity by reason of the enarmous
storace of wheat in elose proximity to vesi-
dents of the seaport, particnlarly at North
Fremantle. [ know that exists, One would
have to be blind not to see what members
have hased that contention on and their rea-
son Tor eomplaining. But [ appeal to mem-
hers not to discount the Western Australian
commodity as compared with the wheat
grown in other parts of Australia and in
other eountries of the world, Tf we are not
careful, we shall eonvey to the world that
Wostern Aunstralian wheat is very snbjeet to
mfestation by weevil and other wheat-con-
suming vermin, and that therefore our wheat
is nol as good from a storage point of view
as ix the wheat of the Bastern States. Thal
would not be trne. Western Australian
wheat, generally speaking, is a good keepint
wheat.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Better wheat, too.

Hon. W, D. JOFINSON: In many in-
stances it is better, but there is no doubt a
Tair and honest eomparison will prove—the
Minister will vapport this statement—that
there is relatively less prevalence of infesta
fion in Western Australia than in other
States.  Whereas our production of whent
ix very high unfortunately the local con-
samption is very low. and the result i« that
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our snrplus is the highest in Australia. Un-
fo:tunately for us we had a considerable
quantity of wheat stored in anticipation of
shipment. Eetore the ontbreak of war in
Greece, we actually had shipping space ar-
ranged to export a considerable quantity by
Greek transport. The Eastern States found
other markets, and because of our particular
eircumstanees these in authority thought that
Western Australian wheat could be ear-
marked for sbipment by Greek transport.
Just when we thought everything was satis-
factorily arranged from our puint of view
the war broke out and disorganised the
whole business.

Consequently, wheat which we expeeted
to be traosported to and disposed of over-
sea is, to a great extent, still in the State.
Wheat has been stored longer in Western
Australia than in the other States; and
wheat in many parts of the world will not
stand long storage. There is g great out-
break of weevils in the State compared with
other vears, for previonsly we had no
trouble. True, if wheat is stored in & damp
place or without particnlar care weevil will
develop, and T suppose that in the past it
did develop to a slight extent. Now, how-
ever, we have lad to earry wheat a long
time: all kinds of pests are becoming preva-
fent and great difficulty is arvising from the
long storage. Still, we must not lose sight
of the faet that this is due to the speecial
cirennistanees of Western Anstralia and not
to the commedity of Western Austraha.

Tt wheat from the other States had been
stored as long as Western Australian wheat
has heen stored, the destruetion by vermin
would have heen considerably greatev than
it has been here. The destruction, com-
paratively speaking, ig not higher hut is de-
cidedly lower. Members shonld therefore be
careful not to discount the eommodity in
their efforts to seeure special attention for
the difficuley, inconvenience and suffering
heing experienced by a number of people
in ¢lose proximity {o the hins provided for
the long storage of wheat ot Fremantle.
Then again, if we are not careful in dealing
with {he outhreak of weevil in regard to our
bulk system of storage, we shall be playing
right into the hands of the Eastern States
merchants who do not desire to maintain the
hulk handling of wheat, In Western Australia.
of course, we do 95 per cent. of our handling
of wheat under the bulk system; but there
are other parts of Australin—South Aus.
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tralia is one—where there is no bulk wheat
at all. Vietoria has a small percentage ecm-
pared with Western Auwstralia. (Queensland
has ne bulk wheat at all. New South Wales
has a percentage larger, of course, than Lhat
of Victoria, but considerahly helow Western
Anstralia’s,

Now, in gll those States there are those
who tend towards the marketing of wheat
in hags, and the marketing of wheat in
bags lends itself to ampler returns to these
handling it than does the bulk system. The
bulk system concentrates the handling more
into big combinations. It lends itsclf to
that development, whereas bag handling is
quite a different method and will carry =
certain number of middlemen, who can make
quite a decent living out of it. Those people
have complained bitterly of the extent of
bulk handling in Western Australia, and of
course they have been excluded. We used
to carry four or five wheat marketing firms
here. The cost of all their overheads was
borne by the producers, and I think it was
for that reason the firms made such a great
effort to prevent the adoption of bulk
handling in Western Australia. Members
who were here during the period when bulk
handling was under diseussion will reeall
the strong effort put up, the amount of
lobbying that went on, the speeial resolu-
tions carried, and the speeches made and
issued in pamphlet form. It was useless to
attack in those days. We simply had to let
the farmers gradnally but surely experience
the advantages of bulk handling.

Ultimately, wiser counsels prevailed.
Bulk handling heeame an acecomplished faet,
and the Government of the day wisely pro-
vided legislation to enable it to be done on the
most economical basis. The trouble today
is that under the centralised system of
marketing, with the big representation of
the hag-handling merchants of the Eastern
States on the Wheat Board, a determined
cffort is being made to fry to foree out the
bulk handling of wheat in favour of hap
handling. Naturally there has been an
attempt to convince those responsible for
the handling of wheat in this State that it
would boe desirable for a quantity of our
wheat to be marketed in bags. The people
interested go on to state that the evidence
produced in regard to destruction by weovil
in Western Australia shows it to be so great
as to prove that the storing of wheat in bags
would lessen the destruetion.
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Those people are trying to capitalise the
specches of my friends at Fremantle and
elsewhere, who very justly expose the
presence of weevil but do not give details
to the same extent in vegard te the other
States; and Eastern States exploiters are
using i{he case of Western Awustralia to
enable them to extend their own operations.

My, Thorn: An article on that subject
appears in this evening's paper.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSOXN: T have not read
that artiele. Just to give an idea of how
the board is operating, let me say that the
Anstralian Wheat Board comprises 11 mem-
herg, and that of those 11 members about
three arve definitely interested in bulk hand-
ling. 8Six memhers of the hoard are resi-
dents of Viectoria. Vietoria is largely a
bag-handling State, and these members ars
not only handlers of bagged wheat hut bag
merchants as well. That, T would suggest
to the Minister for Agriculinve, is one fea-
ture which must not be lost sight of, because
those men not only derive from bag bhand-
ling the advantage of their own particular
activity but also the advantage of selling the
hags for which they are merchants and of
handling them to a great extent.

The more they can extend hag handiing,
the more hags they sell; and it will be ecasily
understood that when six Melhourne mer-
chants are on that board there is a disposi-
tion to usc the oceasion, the special difficul-
ties and ecivcumsiances of the time. to
intensify their grip by gefting more wheat
stoved in bags than in bulk. T was saving
that six members of the board are in Mel-
hourne, two in New South Wales, one in
South Anstralia and two in Western Aus-
tralia. Of these, the only ones who in my
opinion have rveally had experience of bulk
handling are the two Western Australian
members and possibly the New South Wales
member.  Members will therefore see that
the hoard is nndoubtedly influenced towards
bag handling, and that is a very seriouns
and grave danger today to the wheatgrowers
of this State. What is known as, I think,
the Robertson system seems to be favourably
viewed hy the present Mimister for Com-
merce, My, Seully. T do not think I -am
doing him an injustice when I say that he,
a New South Wales representative, has heen
impressed by the proposal of the Common-
wealth Government to gnavantee a price, or
the cost of produnetion plus a little profit, to
the extent of 3,000 bushels per farmer. On
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the ftace of it, irem the point of view of
New South Wales, that propo=al looks goodt:
Lut from the point of view ol Western Aus-
tralin it does nnt.

1 have figurees that will make il clear to
wenibers how the proposal would operate it
it were put into practice.  Per individual
farmer, 3,000 bushels wonld be fair in com-
pavison with bis produetion. It would be
a rensonable proposition for New Sonth
Wales, but For South Aistralin and Western
Australin it i< hopeles~. 1 ennmot vounch for
the aceurney of the Henres 1 an about fo
2ive, but they have been compiled by the
co-pperative  organisations in the  various
States. Queensland and Tasmania will, it is
estimated, produee 3,000,000 hushels. Thay
quantity will he grown by 3,500 farmers. In
Vietoria 34,000,000 hushicls will he produced
by 17,500 farmers, but in Western Australia
it iz estimated that 34,804,000 bushels will
be produced by only 10,000 farmers. In
Victoria a hirge number of farmers would
participate in the proposed scheme: but in
Western Aastralia only 10,000 formers
wonld partivipate. That low number would
make the scheme an economie impaossibility
for this State. 1 shall quote the fgures for
the other States. Tn New South Wales it
is estimated that 37,000,000 bhushels will he
produced hy 21500 farmers. Consequently,

the propusition  would be hetter for
that State than it would be for any
other State of Anstralia. Tt = from

New South Wales that the idea emanated,
and it is the influence of that State which
no doubt led the present Minister for Com-
imeree to view the proposal with some degree
of fovour. In South Australia it is esti-
mated that 33,000,000 bushels will he pro-
duced by 14750 farmers. That completes
the figures [ have.

Hon. N. Keenan: Whal is the total?

Hon, W, D, JOIINSON: The total is
141,804,000  bushels, produced by 67,770

farmers. The fizures nre illuminating and
the problem is one we must take into con-
sideration.  The poliey of centralised con-
tral is sound and eegnomienl provided it iz
viewed from an Australia-wide, and not
Stale, point of view. Taking Australia as
a whole, the 3,000 hushel schome is economi-
cally jmpowible. 8o far as New South
Wiles and, to an extent, Victoria are con-
cerned, it is a possihility, bot still it would
he uneconomical.
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The samne thing applies in many other
wiy<, 1 do not desire to take up time, but
I remember that when petrol rationing was
being adversely eritieised, by our farmers
particularly, T was requested by some farm-
ers i a particnlar lovality to make inqairic=
as to how the allowance for farmers was
arrived at. I was told, “In exuctly the same
way as is likely to happen in regard to the
3,000 hushel scheme.” The Robertson seheme
will be on the same hasis as was the petrol
rationing. On being asked why the gquantitv
of petrol allowed was so small, compared
with requirements, 1 was immediately told,
“It way based on Vietoria.” I was told
quite openly that the policy was fo provide
petrol on the basis of o nine-mile eart. In
Victoria that is quite sufficient; as a matter
of faet, there it was a liberal allowance
But to say that a nine-mile average in West-
ern Australia is sufficient is ridiculous, and
so the decision had to be reviewed. In the
menntime, however, the farmers of Western
Australia suffered great inconvenience. T
do not know whether they have actually
caught up vet, but it has been proved that
the conditions of a State like Vietoria
cannot  apply to  Western  Australia.
I would have been more worried about it
than I am—though it is quite serious
enough—if the Minister was not so active
and eapable in regard to these representa-
tions. I helieve the Minister, in this and
many other directions, has made wonderful
progress,

T intend to put the Leader of the Opposi-
tion right in regard to production from
the land in the South-West. It is true that
I put my name to a reporL roundly con-
demning a lot of the land that was put
under prnduotio_n by the then (Hovernment
of Western Australin, Tt is quite easy to
explain why. There is a ronsiderable
(uantity of good land in the South-West,
and an enormous ¢uantity that i3 not m
production. We dealt with that under the
other Istimates; but we ave dealing now
with produetion. The area I, with the
majority of the members of the eommission,
condemned was totallv unsuited for pur-
poses of prodvetion.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Where was that?

Hon. W. 1) JOHNSON: Abba River,
That ix a low-lying portion of land in the
Busselton  distriet that grows a certain
amount of low serub. That prowth is due
to the fuet that the land is low-lving, and
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in winter there is a considerable quantity
of water lying on the land. That, plus a
small quantity of subseil, produces the
growth.

Instead of the Government of the day
going into the question and trying to ascer-
tain whether the land would be produe-
tive it decided to remove the water first,
and spent hundreds of thousands of pounds
in draining the area. When it had done
so it found that the drainage would not
flow into the sea, because the water level
was lower than the sea and the sea started
to run in. That was a grave difficulty.
The (Government tried floodgates and other
ways of overcoming the diffieulty. The
drainage was, generally speaking, a failure,
but suppose it had been a success! They
were draining the land and the only vir-
tue of the land was the water that flowed
on it for a period. The Government, how-
ever, removed it, and, having done so,
started to remove the growth. When the
growth had been removed the wind started
to blow, and the little bit of soil on the top
blew away and it was all coffee roek un-
derneath. The coffee rock was within
inches of the surface.

Me. Doney:
Abba River?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes. A number
of group settlement farms were developed
along those lines. The land was cleared
and as it was ploughed the soil blew away
and exposed the rock; vet the Government
went on draining, putting up buildings and
fenees, and making all kinds of improve-

Are you still dealing with

ments, and actually, had settlers there. Of
course, the Royal Commission was not
long in reaching the conclusion that a

hlunder had been made, that an enormons
guantity of money had been wasted, It
was one of the wildest ventures attempted.
It was one of those blunders that will be
made when we become over-enthusiastic in
regard to land development. We shall be-
come over-enthusiastic in regard to owr
secondary industries if we are not careful.
Our enthusiasm carries us away and we
run riot in regard to an activity. That
scheme was a decided waste. The Royal
Commission ¢ame in time to recommend
that the scheme as cxplained be aban-
doned, the farmers iaken off, ihe loss faced
and the attempt at produection discontinued.

[34]
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Mr. Doney: You were pessimistic re-
garding the whole scheme, were you not?

Hon. W. D, JOHNS8ON: The hon. mem-
ber surely gives me eredit for knowing
that the Manjimup land and the Manjimup
group settlement must succeed. '

Mr. Withers: And Margaret River,

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Of course! In
our report we had to condemn much of the
land. Our emphasis had to be on the fail-
ures in order to bring home to the Govern-
ment and Parliament that an enormous
lnss had to be faeed, and we had to stress
why that loss had to be met by bringing
into prominence the poor land that an
attempt had been made to settle to the
exclusion of the use of good land, largely
because of the land monopoly to which T
have already referred. I am sorry the
Leader of the Opposition has not until
now heen present so that his memory conld
be refreshed concerning the coffee rock
that was so prominent in the Abba River
arvea, instead of the erops that were sown.
1 am quite proud of my association with
that commission., Had the Minister of the
day responded, as Mr. Troy did when he
took over, and taken the adviee of that
Royal Commission, things might have been
different. The Governmenf should have
taken cognisance of the majority report and
not the minority report. The latter was
politics; our report was business. There was
a vast difference between the two.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Shall we read both
reports? i

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: I would like the
Leader of the Opposition to do so, but per-
haps he had better not because the election
is fairly close, and his party has not lived
down the matter yet. He might find some-
thing nnpleasant in the report. Tf the Royal
Commission’s recommendation had heen
raore prompily aeted upon, instead of losing
£7,000,000 the State would have lost only
about £3,000,000, which sum was wasted be-
tween the time the report exposed the weak-
ness and the actnal abandoning of those
areas. The Leader of the Oppesition can
explain why the delay took place, but the
faet remains that it cost this couniry, ac-
eording to my rough caleulation, about
£3,000,000. I raised the question in regard
to wheat hecause I have been associated with
the growing of that commedity and with the
handling of it for guite a long time. Won-
derful development has taken place in wheat
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production in this State, Particularly won-
derful progress has been made between Perth
and Bunbury. I will never cease emphasis-
ing that because it is one of the most mar-
vellous developments that has taken place
mn Western Aunstralia.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is the area vou
condemned most!
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON:

cause—
Hon. C. (&. Latham: You did not know!
Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: I did not know;
but when T walked ever coffce rock with
the hon. member, T did know.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You do not know
coffee rock from tea rock.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It was the hon,
merber that taught me a lot in regard to
coffee rock and its removal.

The CHATIRMAN: T do not think these
Estimates deal very much with the produc-.
tion of rock.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I would like to
reply to the hon. member, but the Standing
Orders and an exacting Chaivman will not
permit. There has heen wonderful produe-
tion in the South-West and wonderful de-
velopment in the wheat belt. We are gzoing
to do the same in the wheat belt as in the
South-West. We ahandoned the Abba
River project. A bip mistake was made in
attempting to get production from that type
of land. We are doing the same in the mar-
ginal areas. I was Minister for Aprienlture
at one time, and I brought in all the settlers
from Lake Brown and distribauted them in
better areas that were then available. The
Lake Brown project was closed down, and
we said, “We have eut our losses and fin-
ished with it once and for all.” But within
three years after a change of Government
there was great enthusiasm, and suecess went
to our heads again in regard to production
and the marketing of our products.

The whole of the Lake Brown avea was
snbdivided and settled again. Now a large
percentage has walked off. Just as we made
a blunder at Abba River, so we did in these
marginal arveas. We had to close them
down, hut it has eost this countrv an enor-
mous amoiunt of money and it was net
necessary. It was polities as against husi-
ness. Tt is an extraordinary thing how dif-
fieult it is to apply busine-s judgment in
regard to politieal development. The pre-
zent Government has to face the closing

Sunply  be-
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down or reeonstruction of these murginal
areas where it has been proved that predue-
tion is economically impossible.

My, Thorn: For the misiakes vou mado
when a Minister,

Hon. W. D). JOHNSOX: I pever settled
one of these areas, and what is more “Hau-
sard’” will disclose that I oppased the 3,500
farms scheme on exaetly the same lines as
I o opposing this tonight. Business judg-
ment and ecommon sense should be applied
to these political developments. Where
politics run riot as they have done in regard
to group settlements and luad settlement
zenerally, then a day of reckoning oceurs
and in this case it has now arrived. We
have written off £7,000,000 in the South-
West, That has gone, hut the taxpayers
still have to pay the interest.

Mr. Withers: Ti is coming back fast.

Hon, W. D. JOHXNSOXN: Perhaps so, but
the prople of this State had to earry those
sehiemes siaply hecause of an ervor of judg-
ment, I Delieve the Minister will, today,
apply himself with a wili to these marginal
areas, and use the land for the purpose forr
whiclt naturve intended it, and not try to
do the impossible. It eannot be overloaded
with  superphosphate or applications of
artificial manures and produce economic re-
sults. The land can be used, and the Minis-
ter is on the right track in that regard. T
hope that we will not, after this war, be
again encouraged to send returned soldiers
out to impossible positions and then cast
reflections on their ability to farm. Today
more sane judgment and ~ounder business
application are used by the Agrieultural
Department.  Good team work exists there,
At one fime, as T said by interjection, we
could not get good team work in that de-
partment. Today the sections of the
department pull together and so long as
that is so, primary production which is the
toundation of our strength will respond. T
hope the development will be balanced, and
that primary produection will not he over-
loaded and asked to do impossible things
to carry industrial developments.

MR. J. H. SMITH (XNelwon) [1023]: I
pay trihute to the officevs of the Agrienl-
tural Department for the wonderful work
they are doing, and the great assistanee they
have been and still are to the man on the
land. That applies not only to the [nder-
Secretary, hut to evervy officer throughout.
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While T am throwing bouguets I pay tri-
bute to the Minister. T know of no Minis-
ter for Agricultnre who has taken such a
keen interest in the department as the pre.
sent one. He is an incentive to his officers
to give of their best. It is pleasing to know
we have a Minister who does not spare him-
self, and one who will go with members
throughout their electorates and do his
utmost for the agrienltural industry, not
only with advice but with encouragement.

Mr. Thorn: You bave no right to say
that.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T have every right.
T am not like the memher for Toodyay. T
do not try to make ecapital and do not
sevateh people’s backs.  Becaunse he hap-
pens fo be a smoodger is no reason why he
should tackle evervbody else. It is pleasing
10 note that the flax industry is established
and also the tohaceco industry. Theve is the
possibility of great expansion for hoth these
industries in the southern portion of this
State. The flax industry has surprised even
the greatest optimists in Western Australia,
more especially in the Upper Blackwood
areas where the crops are growing 5ft. high.
and are expoerted to  yield anything
up te three tons of flax per aerre. We have
eanght un to the demand and our prohlem
for the future is to get the Commonwealth,
or whoever the powers may he, to allorate
instead of G000, 7,000 or 8,000 acres next
vear, 15,000 or 20,000 aeres, when everv-
thing in the garden will be lovely.

Qur tobacco industry is only in its in-
faney. The Minister has told ns we import
soracthing like 27,500,000 \bs. of tobaceo a
vear. Anstralia produces ahout 5,000,000
Tbs. and Western Australia approximately
1,000,000 Ibs. I am looking to the mnear
future when we should have a thorough sur-
vey made of the southern portion of this
State, beeause it seems to he the onlv part
of Western Australia in whieh tohaceo ean
he grown. This indusiry will extend, and
keep on extending until we will be able to
grow practically the whole of Australia’s
vequirements and have a surplus for export
to other parts of the world. Anvone who
smokes will agree that we prodnee an excel-
lent fine leaf. We have not yet grown the
heavy pipe types, but we ecan grow a splen-
did leaf for cigarette purposes, and wonder-
ful prices have baen realised. In this vear’s
appraisement onr tobaceos yielded a little
more than 2« 9d. per lb, and when it is
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remembered that a lot of the tobaeco is rub-
bish—old leaves—which only brings in 6d.
or 7d. per lb., the Committee will realise
that we grew tobacco which was worth
something more than 60d. per th. this year.

A great future is in store for the industry
in this State, but it will not be achieved
unless we can make the indnstry more
attractive. Tt is unfortunate that today 90
per cent. of the growers are foreigners. We
want te avoid that position and put the
industry on such a basis that it ean provide
decent wages and conditions. The trouble
appears to he that the grower does not get
paid for his c¢vop until 12 months after it
has been sown. The erop is planied
in Septemher or Oectober, harvestod after
Christnas and eured perhaps in March, and
he has to wait until the following September
for the appraisement and his money. With
the addition of the flax industry and the
tobaceo industry, I am satisfied that the
South-West is at last eoming into its own.

Every Minister who visits the South-
West expresses astonishment at the wonder.
ful productivity of the soil and the advance-
ment being made. The South-West has heen
suffering grave disabilities throughout the
vears.  There has never heen an agrienl-
tural conference at Bunbnry fhat has not
asked the Minister to ostablish an agricul.
tural eollege in the Sonth-West. We are not
parochial; we do not eare where it is estab-
lished =0 long as it is provided somewhere.
Of course T think it should be established in
the most important part of the South-West
—the Nelson electorate. There we have in-
dustries of cvery deseription, and thai is
certainly where the college should he estab-
lished. Tf we ean provide the duresk Col-
lege and other eolleges in the wheat aveas,
surely one should be provided in the Sounth-
West. Time after time it has been promised,
but we are still waiting for it.

1 svmpathise wijth the member for
Subiaco. She wants milk provided at a
cheaper vate. She says that the vendors
are not getfing cnough and advocates the
nationalisation or municipalisation of the
distribution. I do- not think that would
have the effeet of lowering the cost. She
suggests that the producers should supply
the vendors with whole milk at the price of
milk for butter fat.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Only for school chil-
dren.
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Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am afraid that is
a fine distinction.,  Whole milk is worth
double as much as milk for hutter fat, and
I am afraid it is not possible to meet her
request. T listened to the memher for
Guildford-Midland with considerable inter-
est falking of something he knows nothing
about. He reverted to the old wheat
qaestion and went back to the time
15 years ago when ] was fighting
for the Sonth-West pamt of the State,
and  he and  members  representing
wheat-growing  districts  could not  sro
any good in the South-West. According to
him the group settlement project was bhound
to be a dismal faifure; there was nothing
but wheat, and I used to remind him and
others that we eould not live on wheat alone.
The soundness of my ohservation has been
proved.

The wheat areas are suffering from the
effects of drought and poor prices. We
have heard mardy speeches about the dis-
abilities the wheat farmers are suffering,
and we have been told that the Government
must go to-their assistance. But why con-
demn the South-West? The member for
Guildford-Midland reminded us that he was
a member of a Royal Commission and he
said the country was no good. A few years
ago the land hetween Perth and Bunbury
was supposed to be no good. TUntil group
settlement was established in the South-West
we were not producing any dairy produce to
speak of, but the seven millions of money we
are supposed to have lost on group settle-
ment is being recouped day by day. Group
settlement certainly taught the farmers of
the South-West what to do. Governments
spent money on fertilisers and on making
investigations suggesting how hest to grow
clover and grasses, with the result that the
Sounth-West to-day is in a flourishing eon-
dition.

The Minister for Agriculture: And all
the settlers are paying their Agricultural
Bank interest.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know of any
who is not.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The Abba River
settlers ave not,

My, J, I SMITH: I regret that the
member for Sussex was not in his seat to
heay the member for Guildford-Midland,
who spent half an hour in deriding the Abha
River area. That area is earrving an enor-
mous number of cattle and is producing
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butter fat, The member for Guildford-Mid-
land hes not heen there. I question whether
he has been there since he was a member of
the commission and had his expenses paid
to make the visit. He said we had lost
£3,000,000 more than we should have lost.

Hox. W. D. Johnson: Where did it go?

My, J. H. SMITH: What became of the
money put into the 3,500 farms schemet
The hon. member is at fault in supporting
the present Government. The originators
of the group scttlement scheme had only
three years in offive hefore the scheme was
taken entirely ont of their hands by the
Lahour Government.

Member: Only 18 months?

Mr. J. H SMITH: Well, 18 months!
The members of the Lahour Government
were the ones who squandered the money.
They broke away from the wages scale of
10s. per day:

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
mmember had better get back to the Esti-
mates.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That is where the
seven millions of money was lost and it is
being daily recouped by produetion, Par-
liament approved of the building of a rail-
way running through the beautiful country
from Boyup Brook to Cranbroock and the
amount appeared on the Esiimates, but the
railway was not bnilt. A railway from
Pemberton through Northeliffe to Denmark
was approved and provided for on the
Estimates, but that also was not proceeded
with. Had those lines been built the land
served by them would bave heen settled,
and would now have heen producing mil-
lions of pounds worth of wealth. The
Labour Government came into power and
altered the policy and established the 3,300
farms secheme., Why did not the member
for Guildford-Midland objeet to that
scheme?

Hon. W, D, Johneon: I did!

Mr. J. H SMITH: How? By standing
up and talking a lot of prattle for an hour
or two?

The CHAIRMAXN : Order! The hon. mem-
her must not refleet on another membher.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I am not reflecting.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member
must obey the Chair. When I inform the
hon. member that he is reflecting, I do so
because I do not want any hreaches of de-
corum. I wish him to understand that
when T eall him to order, there iz a reason
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for it, becanse I am not heated and can
judge better than he can. 1 hope he will
obey the Chair.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I greatly regret if I
have broken the rules of debate. I had no
intention of reflecting on the hon. member.
With regurd to the Estimates, I am pleased
with the way things are going. The mem-
her for Murchison said we would never get
out of our difficulties until we devised ways
and means to secure a guaranteed price
for our produce, I say that we cannot
make a success of agriculture, that the men
on the land will always be serfs and be re-
ferred to as cockies paying poor wages, unless
we can get a guaranteed minimum priee
for all produce. Therein lies the solution
of the problem; otherwise we shall
always be bard up against things. The
fact of our having & ecyele of prosperity
in the South-West—the Minister says every-
one there is paying Agrienltural Bank in-
terest—is due to bumoyant prices, or vather
to reasonable prices, Butter, fat lambs,
mutton and beef are bringing fair prices.
But the position may revert to what it was
a year or two ago, with wheat at 1s. 6d. per
bushel. Then the old question will arise
again as to g guaranteed price for wheat.

Reparding the Fruit Aequisition Board's
advances, when [ was in Balingup the other
evening some growers told me they had not
received 50 per cent. of their advanecs; and
in Bridgetown I was told the growers had
received 75 per cent. and did not know when
they would reeeive the other 25 per cent.
Perhaps the Minister can give information
on that point. I am plensed that our flax
industry and tobaceo industry are in so
buoyant a condition. Recently the Manjimup
tobaceo growers asked me would it not be
possible to get 2,000 or 3,000 acres of flax
grown around Manjimup. They want flax
as a following erop for tobaeco. They say
it wounld scarify their land and fallow it.
Further, they stated they could sow the land
with flax in September. I understand there
will be a diffficulty. The flax expert told
me he was inquniring into the position, and
that the Manjimup area was much wetter
than the Upper Blackwood. Fe thought it
vould prow a finer flax,

MR, McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[10.43]): 1 believe all members appreciate
the work of the officers of the Agricultural
Department. Ever since T have heen in Par-
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liament I have found the experts of that de-
partment without exception enthusiastie
about their work, and very ready to give of
their hest to help. As regards primary pro-
ducts generally, I think the time has arrived
when we should, if possible, declare what the
basie¢ price of each of our primary products
shall be. T kuow that is not easy, but never-
theless, if we are to adopt the sound busi-
ness principles of which the member for
Guildford-Midland has spoken, it is neces-
sary that we should have some estimate of
the basic c¢ost of each of our primary pro-
duects. I refer to the minimum cost at which
a primary product can be produced. Some
years ago a Royal Commission investigating
group settlement eame to the concelusion that
butter fat was not profitable when its price
fell below 1s. per lh. The cost of producing
wheat that Royal Commission fixed at 3s.
6d. per bushel. I @o not know what the
commissioners thought the ¢ost of producing
wool was, I realise there would be scrious
difficulties in connection with that course.
If our drought-stricken areas are taken into
consideration it will he hard to arrive at a
reasonable figure. Nevertheless I consider
that the effort should be made.

Brief reference was made hy the Minister
to the dairying industry, the chief primary
indusiry of the distriet I represent. 1 am
glad to say that the season there is a good
one, and that dairy farmers generally ave
holding their own. They arc not making for-
tunes, and I do not know that they expeet fo
make Portunes, hut they do expeet to he able
to make a good living and to give thenr
families that chanee which other seetions of
the community are able to afford.

The Minister referred to the danger of
second-hand butter. Undoubtedly that is
going to prove a heavy burden ou the in-
dustry. We are told that export of seeond-
grade butter is out of the question. Thera
will not be a sale for it on the local market.
One of the dairy reviews recently declared
that the price of second-grade eream would
he 4d. per Ib., and some of the banks esti-
mated that the price of the manufactured
article would he 6d. per Ib. No produocer
vould live on these prices; he could not even
exist, T do not know what steps the depart.
ment is taking to meet the position. This
second-grade cream is not wholly the fault
of the producer, nor is the resultant second-
grade butter. I helieve that some faetories
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in this State are making large percentages
of second-grade butter; and I would ask the
Minister, when replying, to state what he
proposes to de in regard fo those factories.
They are likely to have difficulty in keep-
ing going, because if the article they manu-
facture is not saleable and if they can only
pay their producers 4d. per lb. they will
have to go ont of existence. 1 bhave heard
that attempts are being made {0 evolve some
method of processing low-grade butter.

[Mr. Withers reswmed the Chair.]

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is processed now.

Mr. McLARTY: Yes, I believe so; bui
even with the processing the producer is
going to be a heavy loser. As regards the
turnover of checse, the Minister told us that
the British Government was not taking any-
thing like the same quantity of butter this
year as it bad taken in previous years, but
that it would take as much cheese as we
could manufaeture, and that becanse of the
urgent need for cheese the British Govern-
ment had agreed to inerease the price con-
siderably. I would like the Minister to tell
us whether the factories are likely to sus.
tain losses in commection with their turnover
of cheese, and what the Agricultural Depart-
ment is doing to assist the turnover.

I reeently reecived a letter from one of
my clectors who has been at Tobruk for
some time. Previous to eunlisting he was
a dairy farmer on the groups. His letter
expressed great surprise and disgust that
the soldiers of Tobruk were reeciving mar-
garine from Austealia, The letter staled
that there was much comment about if, and
that he personally was disgusted to think
he was being supplied with margarine when
there was so much butter in the Common-
wealth which could be sent over. He added
that the blame could not be laid on the lack
of shipping space, for if mavgarine could
be shipped, butter could be shipped. I hope
thst position will not be allowed to continue.

Now I wish to repeat what T have said
here previously regarding the absence of a
Woestern Australian from the Australian
Dairy Produce Board. T know the Minister
is in no way to blame for this, but our
representation on that board I consider un-
satisfartory. The faet that Western Aus-
tralia, South Australia and Tasmania have
the one representative can never prove
eatisfactory. I do not consider it poscible
for a producer from any one of those threec

[ASSEMBLY.]

States to represent all three collec-
tively as they should be represented.
I know the eo-operative factories have a
Western  Australian  representative in
Mr, Harry Rose, but the actnal pro-
ducers are not represented on the board.

Hon, W, D. Johnson interjected.

Mr, MeLARTY: I have just expressed
gratitude because we are represented by a
representative of the co-operative companies
in this State, but we have not a direct repre-
sentative of the producers in this State.
The co-operative companies are entitled to
certain representation in sll the States, and
for most of the States representatives of the
producers are elected. Western Australia
has not a representative, because one repre-
sentative is clected for three States, namely,
‘Western Australia, South Australia and Tas-
mania.

Reference was made, I think on a previ-
ous vote, to home-consminption prices for
primary produets. I have advocated this
in the past and have not anv regrets for
doing so. I do not know what else one can
do to help the primary producer. If it
were merely a matter of putting his pra-
duet on the world’s markets, unquestionably
he would be in & bad way. Under our pre-
sent economy, the only possible way to
help him is to guarantee him a home-con-
sumption price, and that T believe will
have 1o be done for a number of our pri-
mary products that are not catered for in
that way at present.

We have all read with interest the tre-
mendous efforts Britain is making to pro-
vide her own food requivements. She has
apparently been rather successful, and I
am wondering what effect her suecess will
have upon our exportable primary pro-
duets in the fature. Some of ns do net
appreciate the enormous production of the
British Isles. Recently I was reading of
the number of stoek that Britain imports
annually from southern Treland. From that
country alone she imports 60,009 head of
cattle annually. That is an indication of
the enormous production of which the
British Isles are capable. Tt canses us to
wonder what the future of our primary
produets will be, From 93 per cent. to 98
per cent. of our dairy products ure taken
bv Tritain. T noticed reeently that the
Commonwealth Government was making
arrangements to puarchase an ere-drying
plant in Australia. T hope the Minister
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will he able to tell us something about it.
Coultry farmers are extremely interested
in the matter, and I would like the Minis-
ter to say whether one of those plants will
he coming to Western Australia.

The member for Nelson spoke about an
experimental farm, or rather, he ecalled it
an agrienltural college, in the South-West.
1 hope the Minister will he able to give us
some information about . I understand
the land was purchased with the idea of
sending mental patients there, but I would
prefer to see it used for agricultural re
senrch, 1 feel that we should have in that
part of the State o proper farm which could
be used as an agricultural eollege and plant-
breeding farm. In view of the growth of
that portien of the South-West therc is necd
for somcthing of that sovt to be done in
the near futare. I have previonsly adve-
cated that young farimers belonging to the
Youny Farmers' Club should be given an
apportunity to qualify for veterinary
scholurships. There is a shortage of veterin-
ary surgeons throughout the Commonwenlth,
and it would pay us over and over again to
create scholarships in order that some of
the enthusiastic young men might cquality
as veterinary surgeons and give their ser-
vices to Western Australia.

Mr. Sampron: Hear, hear!

Mr. McLARTY : T join with the Minister
in his appreciation of the work done by flax-
growers in the districts where flax has been
grown. I know that when the snggestion
was made that flax should be grown there
many of the growers undertook the work out
of patriotic motives only. They were not
thinking about profits; in fact, they did not
make any, as I think the Minister is aware
The farmers in the irrigation areas grew the
flax becanse the season was late, and it was
felt that flax eould be grown with certainty
only in those arcas. I also express my
appreciation of the work done by the officers
of the department. I know them to he en-
thusiastic and only too anxious to give all
the advice they can.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.1 p.am.
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE LABOUR BUREATU,

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, How many persons are employed
in the State Labour Bureau? 2, What were
the total salaries paid to such employees
during the past 12 months? 3, How many
positious have been filled through the State
Labour Bureau during the past 12 months?
4, Is it correct that the burean is refusing
to issuc railway passes to persons finding
employment through private employment
brokers?

The CHIEF SECREETARY replied: 1, 8.
2, £1,939 7s. 2d. 3, 5,616. 4, Yes. The
Government decided, in view of the fees
collected by private labour exchanges,
namely, half of the first week’s wages, pay-
able by the employee and by the employer,
there was a wmoral obligation on these
agencies to make the necessary arrange-
ments to advance the fares themselves for
their clients.

BILL—WILLS (SOLDIERS, SAILORS
AND AIRMEN).

Read a third fime and returned to the
Agsembly with amendments.

BILLS (3)—REPORT.
1, Fire Brigades Act Amendment.
2, Money Lenders Act Amendment,

3, Criminal Code Amendment,
Adopted.



